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  From  excited classmates with 
brightly colored hair to disinfecting tables, 
East Hickman High School has made 
many positive and negative changes to the 
school rules. 

At East Hickman High, the safety 
of the students and staff are the top 
priority. The school has taken many 
precautions to help protect everyone from 
Covid-19. The students' routines and 
privileges have changed due to the virus.  

From disinfecting tables to closing 
water fountains, the rules have been 
changed in many ways.  It gets frustrating 
having to disinfect everything that has 
been touched, sit in assigned seats, not 
being allowed to walk in the morning, and 
even not being allowed to eat breakfast in 
the cafeteria. However, these are the new 
precedents that the student body must 
follow in order to mitigate the chance for 
the virus to spread. 

As a result, the school tried to 
compromise as much as they could by 
allowing students to do new things.  

Originally, the students could: 
walk the halls in the morning, have a 
designated walking time, sit with a group 
during lunch, have free seating, and much 
more.  Sadly, this all had to change in 
order to help prevent spreading the virus 
as much as possible.  

Wearing hats, bringing in water 
bottles, dying hair any color of the 
rainbow, allowing phones in the morning 
and during buses: these are the rules that 

have been changed to help everyone 
adapt. Even though everyone is 
cooperating, everyone feels the strain of 
added regulations. However, the Corona 
virus has changed more than just school 
rules. 

Due to social distancing, many 
clubs and classes are no longer going to 
be able to take a field trip of any sort. It is 
sad knowing that several of the trips are 
cancelled for this school year. Although 
the situation is rough now, the seniors of 
2020 had it worse than anyone. 

The seniors of 2020 lost a portion 
of their year. They also lost many prom 
privileges and chances to show their 
school spirit at pep rallies. However, 
Seniors of 2020 can look back at three 
interrupted years of  high school fun 
before that!  

Prom is meant to be a fun and 
special night for teens. Having a prom 
date, dancing, snacking, and having an 
exciting, yet anxious, day of dress 
shopping are just a few examples of what 
is expected. However, the prom of 2020 
had many changes to it.  

Although the circumstances were 
overwhelming and bewildering, the 
school’s staff truly did the best they could 
to give the students a prom. They could 
have just as easily cancelled it, but they 
decided to power through, just for their 
students.  

The prom of 2020 included no 
outside guests, took place outside on the 

football field,  required social distancing, 
and had a Q&A about Covid - 19 
symptoms before entry.  Juniors and 
Seniors attended separately at different 
times, and  everyone had to stay on one 
side of the field. These are several 
examples of the guidelines that the prom 
sponsors had to work with in order to 
provide the attendees a prom that they 
definitely will never forget.  

What is in the future for events 
like prom and graduation? What will 
“normal” look like? Hopefully, the 
classes of 2021 and 2022 will be better 
prepared to  make the best of the evolving  
situation and finding all the positives 
within the guidelines that they still may 
be required to follow.  

One thing that remained a 
highlight was participation in 
Homecoming. The Homecoming game 
took place on September 25, 2020.  This 
year, due to ACT testing, there were only 
four consecutive dress-up days. However, 
all of them were pandemic related! The 
days included the following: Monday: 
Zoom Call; Wednesday: Celebrate 
Essential Workers; Thursday: Binge-a-
Thon; and Friday: Show Your School 
Pride.  

Even though all of the classes are 
struggling to make life as normal as 
possible, they can still put forth the effort 
to make this a great year, despite all the 
changes that the Corona virus has 
released.  

   Back to School: Round Two with Covid-19  

Mr. Terry “Scruffy” Sanders has 
been working at East Hickman High 
School as custodian for 
several years and has 
gained a reputation for 
being a friend to stu-
dents throughout the 
years. 

 In an interview, 
he recalls his interesting 
history about previous 
jobs, experiences, and 
ultimately how he end-
ed up working here at 
East Hickman. 

After the events 
of 9/11, Mr. Sanders 
was laid off from his 
job and was recruited 
by a friend to work in the Williamson 
County School District. When he later 
learned that the newly built East Hickman 
High had begun hiring, he was happy to 
“...be a part of his hometown,” he re-
called. “I love it,” he said, “I know your 
grandad. I know your dad and your mom.” 

In his early years here, he recol-
lected the school being “real tough” and 
“strict.” 

 However, later on, he “...kept seeing 
young people who just needed a friend 
and someone to talk to.” He started, 
“being a friend to those who seemed to 
need one.” 

“Y’all make my day too, though,” 
he said, "I get to see young people every-
day, and some of them are going to get 
out and change the world and do good 

things. That’s why I abso-
lutely love being here.” 
 Then, Mr. Sanders 
recalls the events that led 
to his nickname. He was 
given the nickname some 
years ago by members of 
the band. “Nobody knows 
my real name. They all 
just call me Scruffy. At 
first, when I heard it, it 
kind of offended me,” he 
explained. The nickname 
had come from a charac-
ter in the 1999 sitcom Fu-
turama. The character was 
a janitor named Scruffy 

Scruffington, who was very confident in 
his workplace and was a running joke 
throughout the show.  

“Now, the guy is a little fatter than 
me, and a bit shorter,” he remarked,”...but 
I definitely see the resemblance, and I 
think it’s pretty funny. It’s nice to be so 
close to the students, even to the point of 
getting a nickname,” he confidently stat-
ed.  

When outside of school, Mr. Terry 
has a few hobbies. Specifically, he enjoys 
movies. When talking about his favorite 
movie, The Wizard of Oz, Mr. Sanders 
describes it as his favorite because, "There 
really is something for everyone ,and it’s a 
great story of people overcoming their im-
perfections…” However, his favorite gen-
re is “by far” the Western movies such as 
Tombstone. “Back then people treated 
people how they should. They had mor-
als,” he added. 

As far as Mr. Sanders’ plans for 
his future, he has currently not made any 
plans to go anywhere soon. According to 
Mr. Sanders, a large reason for this is 
simply because students have asked him 
to remain working for the school through 
their graduation.  

“It’s nice to mean that much to 
people. Past students and sometimes even 
their parents will come up to me at the 
store and say, ‘Thank you for being so 
nice to my child,’ and that, to me, is im-
portant,” he whole-heartedly stated.  

While the fictional character which 
shares his nickname invests in thousands 
of shares of his company, Mr. Terry’s in-
vestment comes from seeing the potential 
in the students he sees from day to day. 
He pronounces, “You guys are the future, 
and y’all are growing up into a lot of 
problems that I hope to see you guys fix. 
There are a lot of things y’all are getting 
blamed for that you had nothing to do 
with. You all could change the world.” 

    By: Alyssa Tanner 

Staff Spotlight: Scruffy 

       Edition  
By: Evan Beard  
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Was high school all you ever 
dreamed of? Well, for a freshman at East 
Hickman High School, it may not be. 
Abigail Conner has found that her 
freshman year is not living up to its 
expectations because of Covid-19. 

When 
asked about her 
freshman year so 
far, Abigail said it 
is, “pretty good,” 
and it, “could be 
better.” She 
expected high 
school to be less 
laid back than it is 
and without Covid
-19. 

 “I see the 
necessity of them, 
but it’s annoying,” 
was her response 
to the procedures 
students have to 
follow to protect 
themselves from 
Covid-19.  

While 
Covid-19 may 
have taken away some policies that were 
more laid back and added some that are a 
lot more strict, she still says that high 
school is more easy going than middle 
school. One positive from the pandemic 
other than the shortened school year last 

year was that she picked up the hobby of 
baking. But, baking is not the only thing 
Abigail is passionate about.  

She wants to become a 
pediatrician so that she can work in the 
medical field, but not in emergencies 
because it is too stressful. She plans to 
take dual enrollment classes in high 
school to help her prepare for the next 
step, but right now she is unsure of her 
college plans. 

 Her favorite subject is science, 
which is useful 
for her career 
choice. She says 
it is her favorite 
because “there 
is more than 
just one topic, 
and it has a lot 
more discussion 
than other 
classes.” 
Science may be 
her favorite in 
the classroom, 
but soccer is her 
favorite outside 
of the 
classroom. 
Abigail is on 
the high school 
soccer team for 
EHHS. She 
started playing 

when she was only seven years old. Her 
brother was the reason she signed up for 
soccer. Her brother wanted to play soccer, 
so their mother signed them both up. Her 
best memory from East Hickman’s school 
system is her first high school soccer 

game. “We tied which is better than last 
year, "she said. 

Abigail has many favorite things 
and hobbies including, baking, playing 
soccer, reading The Hunger Games, going 
outside, eating strawberries, going to 
Ponderosa, which is a steakhouse in 
Dickson that has permanently closed, and 
going to the movies. Her favorite animal 
is the Betta fish. 

 She says her favorite type of 
music changes depending on her mood. 
Another thing that Abigail is very fond of 
is the color yellow, she describes it as, “a 
positive color.” Her dream vacation is 

Freshman Spotlight: 

Abby Connor 
By Lynn Labelle and Dana Bourgeois 

Continued on page  9 
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 Her father never understood why 
she was always so terrified when it came 
to being babysat by her grandmother. The 
father never listened to her complaints 
about the scary man in the basement or the 
lady in a wedding dress, chalking it up to 
a child’s imagination. That was until his 
daughter mysteriously went missing from 
his mother-in-law’s house one evening. 
The grandmother claimed to be in the 
closet looking for a raincoat for the girl, 
while Samantha, his daughter, was 
waiting in the bathroom for her 
grandmother. When the grandmother was 
on her way to the bathroom, she heard a 
scream— not of her grand-daughter but of 
a grown woman.  
She shoved her way past the kitchen and 
all the way to the bathroom. When she 
arrived, the bathroom door was not left 
open like her grand-daughter usually 
leaves it but shut and locked. The 
grandmother heard another scream, the 
same pitch as before and managed to bang 
the door open. She was late, her grand-
daughter was gone, the only thing left was 
a bow, the one Samantha always tied in 
her hair.  
The day Samantha went missing was an 
odd day. The sky was gray, but it was still 
unusually hot. It started raining around 
noon and that’s when Samantha wanted to 
play outside, the rain making it cooler. It 
started first a little before supper, when 
Samantha wanted to go outside, she was 
told no. Shortly afterwards there was the 
sound of creaking, from downstairs, as if 
something was hung and slowly swinging 
back and forth. Samantha suddenly started 
screaming while repeatedly yelling “ He’s 
here! He’s here!” 

Her grandmother tried calming her down, 
and slowly asked her “Who’s here?” No 
matter how much she asked though she 
received no answer. She let it go shortly 
after, not wanting to startle her grand-
daughter any further. Things proceeded as 
normal after dinner, she went to the closet 
to retrieve the raincoat, while Samantha 
waited in the bathroom for her, and that’s 
when everything changed. 
The grandmother was terrified, her grand-
daughter was gone without a trace, 
nothing but her bow left behind. The first 
thing she did was call Samantha’s father, 
Zelmar. When he picked up the phone 
that’s when she lost it, she started crying, 
unable to control it now. Zelmar was 
asking her to calm down and calmly 
explain what happened, but when he heard 
the news of his daughters’ disappearance 
from the bathroom his blood went cold.  

His mother-in-law explained how 
she heard the scream of a grown woman 
twice, the first time before she was 
anywhere close to the bathroom, the 
second time when she was right outside. 
She told him how before when she left the 

bathroom door was open, but when she 
returned the door was closed and locked. 
She mentioned how when she managed to 
get the door open Samantha was already 
gone, only her bow remained.  

Her case went world-wide, a 3 
year-old girl disappearing from her 
grandmother’s bathroom with no 
windows, only a basement door that 
remained bolted and locked. When the 
time of her disappearance hit 3 years, the 
police called it quits, and told the family 
there is basically no hope now. Zelmar, 
desperate to continue the search, told the 
police what his daughter told him years 
ago. He told them about how she always 
was terrified to go to her grandmas’ house 
because she claimed to have always seen a 
scary man in the basement, who would 
watch her through the basement door, and 
the woman in a wedding dress, who would 
always sing to her while playing with her 
hair. 

Samantha explained to her father 
that she was unafraid of the woman but 
the man terrified her, and the woman in 
the wedding dress. The grandmother, 
hearing this, remembered the history of 
the house, and she fainted. When she 
awakened, she explained why this 
mention shocked her so much. 

“Thirty years or so, before I owned 
the house, a happy couple owned it,” she 
stopped to take a breath and prepare 
herself. “They got married at that very 
house. Family, friends, neighbors, anyone 
of that sorts was attending. You see that 
the woman, Cassandra, was a young 
beautiful woman so she had many 
admirers. One just so happened to take his 
admiration too far, it became his 
obsession.” A long pause happened upon 
the grandmother as she was nervous of the 
next details.  

“His name was Redrick, he stalked 
her, everywhere she went, he was there. 
That’s why they moved to a different city, 
thinking they would lose him,” the 
grandmother proceeded to take a shaky 
breath, and continued on, “ Of course 
things don’t always seem to work out 
though, he was there at her wedding, and 
he somehow managed to find a way to 
sneak inside. When Cassandra went to the 
restroom he followed her.” For what the 
grandmother said next shocked the 
police.  

“He then locked her and himself in 
the bathroom, and yelled at her, 
threatening her. She screamed and ran 
towards the basement door trying to get 
away from Redrick, she was too slow 
though for when she hefted the door open, 
he pushed her down the stairs. She 
screamed once again, while falling down 
the stairs, but she managed to hit her head 
and that silenced her for an eternity. 
Redrick broke down, and wanted to be 
where ‘his love’ was, so he hung himself 
in that very basement.”  

The mother-in-law explained to 
Zelmar how the groom was so depressed 
and didn’t want to be in the same house 
that his soulmate took her last breath in, 
so he moved, and after a few years of 
being empty, that’s when she bought it. 

She looked over the tragic backstory and 
thought nothing of it till now. Samantha 
was not only  beautiful, she was a young, 
carbon copy of Cassandra, if the pictures 
found proved anything. The only thing she 
could think of was, ‘check the basement’. 
The officers did so and that’s where 
Samantha was found, unmoving and 
lifeless. How did she get down there? Was 
a question that would puzzle everyone till 
the case went cold. 

To this day no one could figure out 
what happened on that fateful day. The 
father became a recluse barely leaving his 
house, he quit his job and started working 
from home. Samantha’s room has been 
closed off and locked, no one but himself 
able to enter. The room still looks the 
same as it did before Samantha left that 
morning, only more dusty than it was 
before; from years of disuse. The father, 
Zelmar, would often visit her room in 
spouts of grief, crying until there were no 
more tears for him to cry. 

The grandmother was no better 
off, blaming herself for not being a 
responsible adult. After her grand-
daughter’s death though weird occurances 
started happening around the house, such 
as she would hear a woman and little 
girls’ laugh, sometimes though she would 
hear little pitter-patters of footsteps, as if 
there was a little child running around the 
house. She could’ve sworn sometimes she 
would see her blonde-headed grand-
daughter, but she would blink and she’s 
gone. 

As for the neighbors, they’ve 
always claimed to have seen a child 
playing near the gardens and playing in 
the dirt. That place is where her grand-
daughter used to spend most of her time. 
They’ve seen a woman in a wedding dress 
and the same girl with her. The neighbors 
have said that the woman would always 
braid or do the little girls’ hair, and the 
wedding dress lady and the small child 
would play and talk to each other. Some 
of the neighborhood kids were scared to 
go near the house, not because of the girl 
or woman but because of the scary man 
they had told their parents they’ve seen. 

As for the mother, no one knows. 
She went missing shortly after Samantha’s 
birth. The townspeople seem to think that 
she ran away from her responsibility, not 
wanting the child. The people who really 
knew her though, knew how much she 
loved Samantha, no matter how small the 
time they’ve spent together. No one 
knows where she went. Her husband 
(Zelmar) had gone off to work that 
morning, she stayed to watch the baby, 
Samantha.  

 
 
 

Continued on page  12 

Fall Short Story Contest: Are You 

Really Alone? Winner! 

 “The Unsolved Mysteries 
of the Creavy Family” 
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Apple’s New Glasses  

Could Be the Future 

of New Technology 

By  Evan Beard  

New rumors regarding Apple 
suggest that one may be able to check an 
iPhone without lifting a finger.  

In a not-so- perfect year, it is nice 
to hear of something new, and according 
to reliable source Jon Prosser, Apple may 
be developing glasses capable of 
delivering notifications directly into your 
field of vision. 

These ‘augmented reality’ glasses 
could very well possibly be the future of 
technology, and it comes at a surprisingly 
refreshing price. As this unique piece 
becomes popular,  expect other tech 
giants to follow close behind.  

Under the guise of an ordinary 
pair of glasses, Apple Glass has a special 
secret: it is capable of connecting to your 
smartphone. For years, smartphones have 
been mostly the same, but as of recently, 
tech giants are coming out of their 
comfort zone.  

Innovations have included folding 

phones, motorized cameras, 
smartwatches, and now, smart glasses. 
Sporting a rumored dual display, your 
vision can be augmented by these 
glasses to display things such as text 
messages, notifications, and other 
messages. Early renders also show that 
the glasses will sport a LiDar sensor as 
well.  

This sensor is capable of depth 
perception and will enable abilities 
such as measuring distances, and 
showing what furniture will look like in 
a given area before even buying it. That 
being said, these glasses will not be 
capable of taking pictures, out of fear 
of privacy concerns. This decision was 
most likely made to prevent a situation 
that is similar to Snapchat’s recent 
smart glasses.  

These glasses were a failure due 
to privacy concerns regarding the 
possibility of discreetly recording 
anyone without consent. Of course, this 
is all subject to change between now 
and the release of the product, or even 
the later models of Apple Glass.  

Every rose has its thorns, and 
according to Prosser, the un-released 
iPhone 12 will be required to use these 
glasses to their fullest potential. It is 

unknown if this will change, but given 
Apple’s track record, compatibility can be 
expected to improve with later models. 

Prosser also reported that a tribute 
style for Steve Jobs will also be available. 
However, tech reporters are very skeptical 
on whether or not this will make it to the 
public, as fitting an adequate battery and 
electronic components into such a slim 
frame would prove to be a very difficult 
task, and may make compromises on the 
structural integrity of the piece. 

 The glasses, and confirmation of 
the specifications, will most likely be 
announced before the end of the year, but 
some reports are saying the beginning of 
2021. However, the tech will not be 
available to the public until about a year 
after announcement. The prices are quite 
refreshing with the base model starting at 
$499 added onto the price of your 
prescription.  

As technology advances and more 
breakthroughs are made, people may look 
back on these glasses and think about how 
they began a new generation. So far, 
feedback and reaction from tech 
enthusiasts and Apple customers has been 
positive and people are very excited. This 
new wearable technology may very well 
be an investment that changes the way we 
see things.  

Many students questioned if there would 
be a homecoming, and, luckily, some  
homecoming events still happened.. New 
restrictions set by the CDC have caused 
students to follow up-to-date safety 
procedures and practice social distancing. 
Regardless of how the school year started 
out, students are determined to have a 
memorable year with one of the more 
momentous weeks being homecoming.  
During the week of homecoming, students 
partook in activities such as dress up days 
and class competitions, also known as 
“the Olympics.” 

The dress up days, as predicted, 
were about Covid-19. The days included a 
dress for a Zoom call on Monday; 
celebrate essential workers on 
Wednesday; binge-a-thon on Thursday; 
and show your school 
pride on Friday. There was 
not a dress up day on 
Tuesday, as the Seniors 
and Juniors were taking the 
ACT. During this time, the 
Freshman and Sophomores 
had their first look at what 
online school would be 
like.   

 Then, at the end of 
the week, during the half-
time of Friday’s game, 

winners of the class olympics were 
announced. Juniors came in last, 
Freshmen took third, Sophomores placed 
second, and Seniors came out on top in 
first place. 

Pep rallies are a fan favorite 
among the students; however, Covid-19 
precautions must be considered. The 
principal, Mr. Beem has stated that if the 
Olympics went well (as in social 
distancing) he will further consider the 
idea of having pep rallies. 
Another favorite among students and 
staff is the homecoming parade, but once 
more, because of  COVID-19, students 
were unable to take part in the event.  
On September 25, East Hickman High 
School officially had homecoming day. 
The student body started off the evening 
with the announcement of the 
homecoming court. The crowned court 
was Spencer Tomlinson and Audrey 
Moore.  

East Hickman High School’s 

football team went against Cheatham 
County for the official homecoming game. 
With minor setbacks, they triumphed 
forward, and carried out a victory. 

Mid-game number 15, David W. 
was taken down in a rather nasty tackle. 
Not soon after, David was determined to 
have minor injuries. 

However, this event inspired the 
team to fight harder for the win. The team 
marched on to victory with the final score 
being 55 to 21 in favor of the Eagles. 
Mason Gianakos tied the school record for 
the longest field goal kick of 31 yards. 
Having witnessed the winning of such an 
important game, the student body's morale 
burst through the roof. The crowd cheered 
and rejoiced, ecstatic that the Eagles 
pocket another game 

All in all homecoming, week was 
filled with a lot of excitement. From the 
dress up days, to the olympics, to the 
football game, every moment was 
priceless and one to remember.  

 

Homecoming 

Festivities  
By Lynn Labelle  
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of 2006. 
 The rocket was called the Falcon 

1, and it was successfully launched into 
orbit around earth as well as it succeeded 
in landing back on Earth to be reused. It 
was used many times throughout the 
course of the next few years, and it took 
its final flight on July 14, 2009 when it 
carried two satellites into orbit around  the 
Earth.  

More recently, SpaceX launched a 
public-private partnership with NASA, 
and on May 30, 2020, Spacex launched 
their first crewed mission that sent Robert 
Behnken and Douglas Hurley to the Inter-
national Space Station.  

Another company Musk founded 
is Tesla. Also founded in 2003, Tesla is an 
electric car company aiming to reduce the 
world's dependence on fossil fuels and 
prove that you did not have to compro-
mise to drive an electric car. 

In 2008, Tesla released their first 
car, the Tesla Roadster. This was a fully 
electric vehicle that could drive 245 miles 
on a single charge. They sold around 
2,500 Roadsters in around 30 countries 
with the majority of the last Roadsters be-
ing sold in the fourth quarter of 2012. 

Also in 2012, Tesla released their 
second car, the Model S. It was also fully 
electric; it could drive 348 miles on a sin-
gle charge with the lowest performing 
model. Although, for more money, the 
performance model could get up to 408 
miles on a single charge.  

 The next model Tesla released 
was the Model X in 2015. The Model X is 
a mid-size SUV that could get up to 350 
miles per charge, but one of the most im-
pressive  features about the Model X is it 
has close to a 5,000lb towing capacity. 

 Tesla also has two other models 
of their cars, the Model 3 and the Model 
Y, but their newest project they are work-
ing on is the Tesla Cybertruck.  

The Tesla Cybertruck is a fully 
electric truck capable of towing up to 7 
tons, or 14,000lbs, with the basic model 
having a cruising range of 250 miles on a 
single charge, but the more expensive 
models have a cruising range of up to 300 
miles. The Cybertruck is scheduled to be 
released in late 2021. 

 Another large project and compa-
ny that Musk founded is 
Neuralink. Neuralink, 
founded in July of 2016, is 
a company focused on de-
veloping a brain chip capa-
ble of curing many neuro-
logical conditions such as 
dementia, Alzheimer's, and 
Parkinson's. Since the pro-
ject is in early develop-
ment, there is not a lot of 

information on when it will be released or 
what the definite capabilities will be, but 
Musk still maintains that the company will 
succeed in their goals.  

One of the smaller and less known 
companies Musk is working on is Star-
link, a company focused on` giving the 
world high speed satellite internet through 
low-orbiting satellites launched by Musk’s 
other company SpaceX. So far, it has 
launched 715 satellites and has been 
cleared to put 12,000 satellites by the U.S 
Federal Communication Commision. 

 Closed Beta testing has already 
started in remote regions of Canada and 
the United States. It is projected to have 
near world coverage by late 2021.   

March Madness, MLB, NBA, and 
NHL, these sports leagues and associated 
playoffs have been heavily affected by 
Covid-19.  

Even though the college basketball 
regular season went through as planned, 
the post season, also known as March 
Madness had to be canceled. It was the 
first time in the history of division 1 
basketball that the tournament has been 
canceled. March Madness is a single 
elimination tournament that has been 
loved by many for years of sports. With 
the cancellation of this event the NCAA 
lost about $375 million. The NBA and 
MLB however, went on to postpone and 
restart their seasons entirely. 

 The NBA went on to develop a 
bubble type system where they went to a 
location in Florida and went on to restart 
their season and playoffs. Even though 
they are not playing with fans, they have 
found a way to handle keeping their 
viewership up. They had places set up for 
the players to live, eat, and even get 
haircuts. They went with the approach of a 
virtual audience.  
Even though the NBA’s regular 
season  had to be postponed, they 
managed to have a well thought-out plan, 
which is the bubble system, of where they 
had restarted their season with the top 
ranked teams.  

Before the restart there were the 
Milwaukee Bucks, Toronto Raptors, 
Boston Celtics, Miami Heat, Indiana 
Pacers, Philadelphia 76ers, Brooklyn 
Nets, Orlando Magic, Washington 
Wizards for the Eastern Conference. And 
for the Western Conference were the Los 
Angeles Lakers and Clippers, Utah Jazz, 
Oklahoma City Thunder, Houston 
Rockets, Dallas Mavericks, Memphis 
Grizzlies, Portland Blazers, New Orleans 
Pelicans, Sacramento Kings, San Antonio, 
and the Phoenix Suns.  
The MLB went with the same approach 
with a season restart, but instead of 
restarting with a certain number of teams 
and a shortened season, they decided to 
restart the entire 2019-2020 season 
entirely.  
The NHL took a similar approach, as well. 
However, instead of restarting the season 
with just a few teams or restarting the 
season as a whole, they went straight into 
a tournament. This was considered a good 
idea for NHL fans and sports fans in 
general. The pandemic affected the 
players tremendously by affecting their 
pay and by keeping them away from their 
families.  

 

Leighton Hall 
Sports were very negatively 

impacted by Covid-19, involving season 
cancellations and events being postponed. 
Although most sports are back, the 
negative effects have been visible. The 
MLB, NHL, and WNBA have all decided 
to restart play for their seasons.  

The NFL is expected to start their 
season on schedule, but with Covid-19 
rates getting higher it seems as if the 
leagues will have to play it perfectly to 

keep their season alive. All leagues have 
decided to adopt an “opt-out” plan where 
players can decide that if they do not want 
to take the health risks, they will be 
exempt from playing and will not lose a 
year on their contract.  

Although players know the 
benefits of skipping a season, they still 
want to play the game they love so they 
decided not to opt-out and to continue 
playing. Some big-name opt-out players 
include: Patriots LB Dont’a Hightower, 
Chiefs Guard Laurent Duvernay-Tardiff, 
Mets OF/DH Yoenis Cespedes, Jets WR 
Josh Doctson, and Mavericks C Willie 
Cauley-Stein. 

 The opt-out plan did not always 
work, multiple players have been 
diagnosed with Coronavirus and games 
have also been canceled. The future of 
most sports is uncertain, the MLB is 
currently evaluating a plan to follow the 
NBA and WNBA by entering a figurative 
“bubble.”  

The NFL is on schedule to start 
back up very soon and most teams have 
already confirmed that they will not play 
with fans in stadiums for at least the first 
few weeks to help further stop the spread 
of Covid-19.  

The NBA’s return has inspired 
many sports leagues to follow along with 
the example since the NBA restart has 
been so successful. The NHL is 
continuing their season as usual but have 
no fans in attendance until the virus is not 
as widespread.  

With all these precautions being 
taken, it’s very possible that the seasons 
will continue as planned with little to no 
consequences.  For now, the return of 
sports looks very bright, but the biggest 
question is how much Coronavirus will 
affect the start of the planned seasons. 
Some teams are not allowing fans into the 
stadium while others only allow limited 
attendance. 
 

Sports With COVID-

19, What Has 

Changed? 

By  Caleb Phelan and  Leighton Hall 

Elon Musk: Real Life 

Tony Stark? 
By Logan Conner 

Elon Musk is 
one of  the  worlds 
most successful busi-
nessmen owning a 
plethora of  business-
es from a car compa-
ny (Tesla) all the way 
to a company devel-
oping a brain chip 
(Neuralink). In 1998, 
Elon Musk co-
founded the popular virtual money shar-
ing platform Paypal, and soon after he  
sold the company to Ebay for 1.5 billion 
dollars in 2002.  

Also in 2002, he founded another 
company, SpaceX. SpaceX is a Company 
focused on an insane goal to not only 
have the first person on Mars, but actually 
reduce the cost of space travel in order to 
actually colonize Mars by the year 2040. 

One of the ways he planned on 
doing this is by having reusable rockets. 
Its first launch was in March of 2006, 
three years after the company’s founding. 
Although Musk originally planned the 
first launch to be in November of 2003, 
only fifteen months after its founding, the 
first launch did not take place until June 

From curing many 

neurological and other 

conditions to 

colonizing Mars, Elon 

Musk defines a 

creative  inventor. 
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Homecoming Pictures 
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Olympics and dress up 

days! 

Junior Patrick Meadows facing off 

against Senior Noah Buttery in the 

chubby bunny challenge! 

Showing off their 

school pride! 

Character dress up day! 

Mr. Angell ready for 

his zoom meeting 

Don’t forget about our 

essential workers 
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going to the beach at Gulf Shores. She 
describes it as being her favorite 
because, “The beaches are not as 
populated.” 

 Her favorite genre is fiction. 
Along with reading, she enjoys watching 
obscure movies. With one of her 
favorites being The Shack made in 
2017.  

The Shack is about a man named 
Mack Phillips who suffers a family 
tragedy and is sent to an abandoned 
shack in the Oregon wilderness. He 
meets a trio of strangers led by a woman 
named Papa. Mack learns truths that 
will change his life forever. 

While she has many favorite 
things, she may not be confident in 
survival skills. “If I were in a horror 
movie, I’d probably die first—  I've been 
told I have no common sense,”  she 
jokingly responds to the question, “What 
would you do if you were put into a 
horror movie?” 

While she lacks faith in her 
ability to survive Kreuger, Jason, or 
zombies, she does have faith in her 
intelligence and academic achievements. 
Abby is a good example of an excellent 
student with aspiring goals. She will 
keep working at them and make a great 
career for herself.  

School. 
In this match the East Hickman 

High School Girls Golf team was once 
again able to win their match. Although 
The East Hickman High School boys team 
was unable to come away with a win. 

After this match the EHHS Golf 
had their first run in with Covid-19 where 
three players had to self isolate for four-
teen days to do having been exposed to 
Covid-19. When asked about how Covid-
19 had affected the golf season and how it 
was different compared to other seasons, a 
senior  said, “I missed half the season due 
to being quarantined and I would have had 
a shot at making state if it wasn't for that.” 

 

The Next match took place at Montgom-
ery Bell Golf Course where the East Hick-
man High School Golf team would once 
again take on Hampshire High School. 

In this match The East Hickman 
High School girls Golf team would tie 
against Hampshire High School’s Girls 
Golf team in a great match. The East 
Hickman High School boys Golf team 
would lose another close match to Hamp-
shire High School’s  Boys Golf Team 

Halfway through the High School 
golf season five teams went to Henry Hor-
ton State park for a match. The Schools 
that Attended were East Hickman High 
School, 
Hickman County High School, Forest 
High School, Eagleville High School, and 
Fairview High School. When asked how 
he felt about his senior season so far Ethan 
Crumpler said, “ I wasn't bad I started 

Continued from  page  2 
Golf in the time of  

Logan Conner 

Covid-19 causes a difficult 
golf season despite golf courses re-
maining open during the majority of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Golf is an outdoor sport where 
people can spread out and be socially 
distant. Due to these, most golf cours-
es were able to be within their state 
regulations and stay open through the 
majority of the pandemic. So the 
TSSAA and Tennessee governor Bill 
Lee allowed fall sports to happen this 
year. 

The East Hickman High 
School Golf Team started their season 
on August 11th, where they played 
Creekwood High School at the Mont-
gomery Bell State Park Golf Course. 

 In this match, the East Hick-
man High School Girls Golf Team 
was able to defeat the Creekwood 
High School Girls Golf Team. Alt-
hough, the EHHS Boys golf team 
would not be able to beat CWHS´s 
Boys Golf team. 

The next match would take 
place on August 13th ,at Mount Pleas-
ant Country Club and would be 
against Hampshire High School. 
Where the East Hickman High School 
Girls Golf Team won and the East 
Hickman High School boys Golf team 
lost another hard-fought match. 

The next match took place on 
August, 18th at Champions Run Coun-
try Club against Eagleville High Continued on page 10  
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Anime’s Popularization 

By Kimberli  Martinez 

Anime  has been in production 
since the early 1900s, in fact the earliest 
show dates back to 1916. However, it 
did not get popularized until 1980 when 
shows like Gundam, Macross, Dragon 
Ball, and genres such as real robot, 
space opera and cyberpunk got 
exposure. The colorization of shows also 
played a big role in promoting the rising 
animations. 

Since then Japanese animation 
has come a long way, so much as it has 
formed thirteen main genres and over 
thirty sub-genres. According to Comic 
Book Resources 
website, the five most 
popular categories are 
comedy, romance, 
shounen, fantasy, and 
slice of life. Each 
category has a main 
focus audience but is not 
bound to those viewers.  

What is it that 
draws people to watch 
anime and why has it 
increasingly gained 
popularity throughout 
the years? Anime has 
stood against the test of 
time due to its 
flexibility and potential 
to change along with its viewers. 
Industries over the years have 
modernized anime to more western 
preferences.  

In the West people call 
themselves weebs if they enjoy and 
watch vast amounts of anime. Otaku is 
also a term used and is considered 
disrespectful in Japan, as the definition 
means to be obsessed.  

While anime is popular in the 
Americas, it can be just as unpopular 
depending on where and what is 
watched. Many people consider anime 
as weird, due to the resemblance of 
American cartoons.  

Adults tend to view it as childish 
or ridiculous; however, anime can have 
very mature themes and be not all that 
kid friendly as assumed. Series can 
range from topics about working at a 
daycare to saving the world from aliens.  

 Many action animes tend to 

show violent behavior and often are 
intended to be observed by more mature 
audiences. Examples of these animes 
include Demon Slayer, Blood-C, and 
Highschool of the Dead. 

According to Anime 
Underground Ranker, the top three most 
popular shows right now are My Hero 
Academia, Demon Slayer: Kimetsu no 
Yaiba, and Noragami. All of which fall 
into the fantasy category and are 
considered to be mainstream.  

Culturally, anime watchers can 
acknowledge what is called “The Big 3” 
which are shows seen as the classics of 
the anime universe. The big three 
include Bleach, Naruto, and One Piece, 
all of which are stories of a 

protagonist's life and their 
journey of reaching their end 
goal. Whether it be the Pirate 
King or Hokage of the Hidden 
Leaf village, their stories 
inspire young watchers to 
follow their dreams, and with 
enough hard work, they can 
achieve anything they set their 
mind to.  
Due to the fact most amines 
are produced in Japan, 
viewers have to purchase 
additional subscriptions to 
websites or programs made 
specifically for anime 
streaming. Programs such as 

Funimation, Crunchyroll, Hulu, 
and Netflix offer varieties of 

anime. Watchers have the option of Sub 
or Dub, meaning watching the show 
with original voice acting and reading 
subtitles, or watching translated 
versions. American voice actors are 
unable to match raw emotion, which 
tends to lead to less intensity when it 
comes to significantly plot important 
scenes.  

As a result of COVID-19, many 
new seasons and movie’s release dates 
have been moved back or delayed. The 
Given movie was available for 
streaming in all places besides America 
due to COVID. The Promised Neverland 
season two and Demon Slayer the 
movie: Mugen Train are also among 
those in which were moved back.  

In this match the EHHS boy and girls 
golf team both took on Forest  High 
School. Where the EHHS girls Golf 
team would unfortunately have their first 
loss of the season, and the EHHS boys 
Golf team would also be unable to grab 
their first win of the season in a very 
hard-fought match. 

In the last match the three team 
members who were quarantined were 
allowed to come back and play in the 
first match since August 18th at Cham-
pions Run Golf Course. This match 
would take place on September 8th also 
Champions Run Golf course where un-
fortunately both the EHHS boys and 
girls team would lose to Eagleville High 
School. 
After this match the district tournament 
would take place on September 15th at 
Henry Horton State Park where five 
boys and 3 girls qualified for the district 
tournament the boys representing EHHS 
were Levi Gribbins, Ethan Crumpler, 
Seth Brewer Logan Conner, and Evan 
Beard. The Girls Representing EHHS 
were Shelby Bentley, Emily Bentley, 
and Skyler Collier. 

Three members of the EHHS 
Golf team would qualify for the regional 
tournament. Levi Gribbins, Shelby Bent-
ley, and Emily Bentley would go on to 
represent EHHS as individuals in the 
regional where unfortunately nobody 
was able to qualify for state. When 
asked about how he felt about his fresh-
man season Levi Gribbins said, “It was 
great, but I think I could have done bet-
ter in the district and regional tourna-
ment. 

Continued from  page  9 

kind of rough” 

* Google images 

no copyright infringement is intended  

The longest running 

anime has 7,071 episodes! 

My Neighbor Totoro is 

considered  “Partially   

Autobiographical”  

Hakujaden was the first 

anime to be colorized by 

modern standards  

The highest– grossing anime 

movie is Kimi no Na Wa 

(Your Name) 
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  Overrated Movie  

    Classics  

 In 2020, classic movies are 
resurfacing and becoming childhood 
favorites again. We are starting to see 
older movies making a comeback; 
however, are they really as good as they 
once were? 
   They have been playing at theaters 
and drive-ins across America.There are 
currently only seventeen drive-in movie 
theaters left in Tennessee today. At the 
Pink Cadillac Drive-in, located in 
Centerville, and at some Roxy movie 
theaters, like the Roxy in Dickson, TN, 
they have been showing classics that 
students’ parents may have loved growing 
up. Some of the movies that have played 
recently are Gremlins, The Goonies, 
Beetlejuice, and Jaws. Katie Bowdoin and 
Jacob Hesson are some of the people who 
have seen these movies, and have grown 
to like them.  
  The Goonies was a popular movie 
when it first came out in 1985. It is a 
movie about hidden pirate treasure that 
kids want to go find before two of the 
main characters move away. In the movie, 
they are after the treasure of One- eyed 
Willy, and are being followed by 
criminals. The kids find a lost pirate ship 
which has lots of gold in it. Luckily, they 
find a way to save some of it, which was 
then used to save the house two the 
children are living in. Katie B’s opinion 
on The Goonies is she thinks it is a 
classic. Jacob H likes the movie, but He 
thinks it is slightly overrated because it is 
overplayed.  
   Beetlejuice is about a couple that 
gets killed on their way home. People then 
start moving into their house, and they do 
not want them there so they are trying to 
find a way to get rid of them.  

One of the people that moved in is 
a teenage girl, named Lydia. She is the 
daughter of the family and discovers that 
she is the only one that can see them. The 
deceased couple then sees a commercial 
for Beetlejuice and think they should 
reach out to him for help, only to be told 
not to trust him.  

Beetlejuice is a rambunctious 
spirit. He is a trickster, a mysterious ghost, 
and the main antagonist. The plan was to 
use Beetlejuice to scare the family, 
clearing them out of their home. 

In the end, they all agree to live 

together without bothering each other. 
They no longer have to deal with 
Beetlejuice due to them thinking of a way 
to defeat him.  They agree to this because 
both families want to stay in the house so 
the deceased family does their own thing 
and the other family goes about their 
business. Jacob weighs in on  Beetlejuice 
as, “kind of corny because of the effects, 
but it is funny.” However, he says the 
movie has good acting by Michael 
Keaton. Katie’s opinion on the movie 
Beetlejuice is that  it is one of her favorite 
movies. She loves this movie because she 
has always been such a big Tim Burton 
fan, and proceed to fall in love with the 
style of the movie. 
          Jaws is a movie about a killer shark 
who unleashes chaos on a beach 
community. The police chief, Martin 
Brody, wants to close the beach for the 
safety of the people but Mayor Larry 
Vaughn overrules him because he is 
worried about the loss of tourists. Matt 
Hooper and ship captain, Quint, offer a 
hand to capture the killer shark. The trio 
engage in an epic battle of man vs. nature. 
Katie definitely finds this one overrated. 
Though she does not really care for shark 
movies, she overall thinks it was a good 
movie. She said, “The soundtrack. The 
suspense the soundtrack makes is 
absolutely riveting. It gets you on the edge 
of your seat.” 
    Katie thinks it is a good idea that 
theaters are playing older movies. She 
thinks it is cool that these movies are 
making a comeback because it gives 
younger kids the opportunity to 
experience what their parents may have 
experienced. She loves watching the 
classics and is pleased by the fact that 
younger kids get to watch these older 
movies. Mainly because not many 
younger kids would choose to watch them 
if there were other, newer, flashier 
options.  
    Something she enjoys most about 
older movies is the terrible graphics. The 
special effects were always funny to her. 
She also appreciates how sometimes older 
movies have better moral stories than 
today's movies. The movies back then 
were not as harsh as the ones children 
watch today. As a result, kids today have 
become desensitized due to the constant 
viewing of violent movies. She said she 
would love to see any movie in theaters as 
long as it is not romance.  
   Her favorite older movie is The 
Breakfast Club. She likes the plot of the 
movie. She likes that each character is 
intertwined with each other based on 

personalities.  
   Jacob thinks it is a good idea to 
introduce a new crowd to these movies. 
He feels like it is a good thing older 
movies are making a comeback, especially 
now when no new movies are being 
released. He also says because there are a 
lot of good classic movies that are 
forgotten because of their age. Something 
he enjoys about older movies is they have 
a smaller budget and less effects which 
makes a better movie. The story itself can 
make a visually unimpressive movie much 
better. A movie he would like to see in 
theaters is Beetlejuice because it is 
Halloween. 

Jacob does not have a favorite 
movie because he says it is hard to 
choose. He thinks some underrated 
movies are Ghostbusters and Coneheads. 
  Gremlins was a popular movie when it 
was first released. It is now an underrated 
movie. It came out in the 80’s and is about 
little animals that are on earth. These 
little animals are never known as being 
aliens, but we do know they are an 
undiscovered species.  

The undiscovered creatures go by 
the name of Gremlins. However,  some of 
their names are different. An example 
would be Gizmo, who is famously known 
as one of the main characters of the 
movie. Another one of them is Stripe, the 
leader  of the evil ones. When taking care 
of a Gremlin the rules you must follow 
are: do not get them wet, do not expose 
them to bright light, and do not feed them 
after midnight.  

Gremlins are the result of 
Mogwais (the regular species) turning 
evil. The thing that caused the Gremlins to 
die is they were watching Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs in the local theater. 
They then end up setting off an explosion 
which kills all of them except Stripe. Who 
left the theater to get more candy from the 
shop across the street.  

Katie’s opinion on the movie is 
that it used to scare her as a kid, but She 
now enjoys it because she likes these 
types of movies. Katie said “It was 
supposed to be a sort of scary movie, but I 
always thought the Gremlins looked really 
goofy. I always wondered who the heck 
came up with this. It cracked me up.” 
Jacob’s opinion of this movie is he thinks 
it is really great and that it has a great use 
of puppetry. 
         

By  Dakota Shadowens 



12 

 

 

People have claimed to have seen 
her around town square the same day, 
with Samantha in a baby carrier. It was 
that night, Zelmar had to work over time, 
he had called in to make sure everything 
was okay. When his wife answered the 
telephone, she answered in a hurry and 
told him it was fine, and to stay safe. 
When he returned that night it was around 
11 o’clock, it was eerily quiet in the 
house. His subconscious told him 
something wasn’t quite right. He ignored 
it, thinking he was tired, he should’ve 
listened. 

When he entered their shared 
room, he saw the folds of the covers 
rounded, as if someone got out of bed in a 
hurry, he could find no trace of his wife. 
There were no other leads, the windows 
closed and locked the same for all the 
doors. She wasn’t anywhere in the house, 
but what scared him the most was that 
Samantha wasn’t either. He was almost to 
the point of hyperventilating, about to call 
the cops when he heard a cry. It came 
from outside, but he couldn’t pinpoint 
exactly where it was coming from. 

He called the cops and reported his 
wife missing, he found Samantha shortly 
after, she was under the porch, wrapped 
snugly in a blanket, as if she were placed 
there. Fast forward to present, the same 
woman who went missing without a trace, 
her daughter had mysteriously gone 
missing, the only difference was her body 
was found. No matter what Samantha had 
gone through in her bodily form, many 
believe her spirit was now resting easily. 
Those that knew Samantha believed that 
this little girl many people have claimed 
to see, must’ve been her. 

This is how it continued on for 
years to come, each new inhabitant of the 
house has encountered Samantha’s spirit 
at least once. Each one inquired about the 
history of the house, and when they found 
out each one was left in a daze. Samantha 
continued to be seen, her memory never 
truly disappearing. 

Continued from page 3  

 

 

The Day of the 

Dead 

By Even Beard 

 

 

Open from 7:30 to 8:00 and 

located in room 286 next to 

the library 

This year, Spanish Club celebrated 
the Día De Los Muertos (or the Day of 
The Dead) by building an Ofrenda. Per 
hispanic belief, the Ofrenda hosts the 
names and pictures of dead friends, rela-
tives and pets so that they can come back 
and visit those who remembered them. On 
the 2nd of November, or The Day of The 
Dead, Spanish classes celebrated the lives 
of their loved ones by sharing stories and 
eating their favorite foods. Additionally, 
members of Spanish Club and other vol-
unteers went to clean up a family ceme-
tery that was in need of attention. In addi-
tion to planting flowers such as tulips and 
daffodils, there were also overgrown are-
as, graves in need of cleaning, and a fallen 
tree that stood in their way. 

Come Visit Us! 
Come by and see 

our wide selec-

tion of items!  

• Snacks  

• Breakfast foods  

• Seasonal items  

• Basic school sup-

plies  

• T-shirts  

The Ofrenda , filled with pictures and items that 
represent loved ones.  

Butterflies, representing  more  missed  loved ones .  


