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On Mrs. Graves’ podium, there is 
a paper splattered with blood. Fake blood. 
It is a testament to the zombie invasion 
which happened on Thursday of 
homecoming week. In addition to the 
scary zombies trolling the halls, the week 
was also filled with funny clowns, spiders 
(apparently many people are terrified of 
spiders), and a sea of blue, black, white, 
and gray. 

Homecoming spirit started off with 
dress up days. Monday was Nightmare on 
Eagle Street (Pajama day), Tuesday was 
Goosebumps (what are you 
afraid of), Wednesday-Who’s 
Afraid Of The Dark (dress in 
all black or dark navy), 
Thursday  Walking Dead 
(zombies), and Friday The 
Eagle Moon (dress in class 
color.) Seniors won the dress 
up days. 

The “Supernatural 
East” themed parade featured 
many great floats. There were 
characters from IT, corn stalks 
and scarecrows, aliens, zombies, hay 
bales, and scary music. However, the 
extreme heat caused weariness among 
the float participants. Because it was 
so hot, Georgie from IT’s raincoat was 
drenched on the inside rather than the 
outside, as one might expect with a 
raincoat! In the end, FFA took the win as 
the best float of the year. 

Along with the floats and dress up 
days, East Hickman also had  
Homecoming Competitions which 
included: skits, the Sweetest Class, pull 
tabs, spirit links, alma mater, Olympics, 
dress up days, Eagle Ball, pep rally, and 
stadium decorations.  

With the Olympics, grade levels 

competed in games such as the Ultimate 
Relay, Ice Relay, Ping Pong Relay, 
Obstacle Course, Balloon Pop Relay, 
Suck It Up, and Diving for Marbles. 
Freshmen came in last with a score of 
400, Juniors in third with a score of 500 , 
Sophomores in second with a score of 
725, and Seniors in first with a score of 
875. From the dress up days, the 
homecoming competition, and the 
Olympics, the Seniors take this year’s 
win, but during the pep rally, Sophomores 
and Juniors amped up the school spirit. It 
was agreed that overall this year’s spirit 
was at the utmost high. 

With white smoke and barely 
visible players, the atmosphere was set as 
the Eagles’ football team ran through the 
tunnel of students during the pep rally. 
The Homecoming pep rally and game 

were full of school spirit. At the pep rally, 
the “olympics” were held and students 
earned points for their classes as part of 
homecoming .  
 Even though the Eagles lost 40-0, 
they played a hard fought game. During 
the game, Homecoming King, Jacob 
Cook, took a hit which gave him a bloody 
nose. In the pictures from the game, he 
was shown in a crown smiling as well as 
coming off the field with a bloody nose 
and in pain. These images show both the 
highs and the lows of the night. 

 The football team worked hard to 
prepare for the game. When asked about 
feeling pressure, Cook said,“ I was 
nervous at first, I didn't feel much 
pressure. I wanted to win, but I didn't feel 
pressured to win.” He had to play a 
different position “since Tre [Flottman] 
was injured. I had to play running back, 
but I normally play wide receiver.” Before 
the game, however, was his moment to 
shine in the homecoming ceremony. 

 The senior homecoming 
candidates  were Jacob Cook, Nick Carter, 
and Kenny Tipton for King with Blair 
King,  Alaina Fraiser, Peyton Kennedy, 
and Marie Curtis for Queen. Alaina Fraiser 
and Jacob Cook were crowned as 
Homecoming Queen and King.  

 For his campaign, Jacob 
Cook used slogans such as “Everyone 

loves a Cook.” and “Vote for 
your favorite Cookie.” Cook 
said, “ I'm happy I won 
homecoming king, but I 
would have rather won the 
game.”   
 Coach Irvine, a 
defensive back coach, 
weighed in with his thoughts 
about how the team could 
improve, “We need to get off 
to a faster start as well 
prepare for the duration of the 

game better and limit our turnovers.” 
Cook stated that, in his opinion, 

improvement was needed in “being 
more physical and asserting 

themselves on the field, and it's going to be 
a gradual build up— we won't instantly 
change for the better.” He went on to say, 
“We have to be ready mentally to play in 
the game once the game starts— the team 
needs to be ready and band together.”   

In the game against Cheatham 
County, the Eagles took their own advice 
and found a way to band together, holding 
off their opponents and winning 21-20. 
The Eagle’s final record for the season was 
2-8.  

(From Left to Right) Kaden Fields, Briana Binkley, Brayden Pyburn, 

Breanna Wilson, Nick Carter, Blair King. Jacob Cook, Alaina Frazier, 

Peyton Kennedy, Marie Curtis, Kenny Tipton, Melissa Newman,  & CJ 

Alvarez 

A Splash of Red & 

Blue: Showing Pride in 

a “Supernatural East” 
By Lynn LaBelle & Logan Conner 

Turning a “Paige” in 

School History: East 

Hickman’s 

First Ever 
By Devlin Sheppler 

East 
Hickman High 
School student 
Paige King scored 
the first perfect 
ACT score in 
school history on 
the October 1st 
exam date.  

While Paige 
has previously 
scored 
exceptionally high, 
earning as high as a 35 on 
previous exams, her new 36 has been 
stirring up quite the reaction around the 

school, her home, and her friends. 
According to Paige, “My mom 

and especially Blair (her sister) were very 
supportive. [Blair] 
was very happy 
for me when I told 
her I got a 36.” 
Paige also noted 
that all her friends 
and teachers 
reacted similarly. 
When asked how 
she reacted to her 
sister’s score, 
Blair King 
mentioned that “it 
was a relief to 
hear she finally 
got what she had 
wanted so bad”. 
 In 2018, 
nearly two million 

sophomores, juniors, and seniors took the 
ACT. Anyone who scored a 34 or higher 
was considered to be in the top one 

percent of test takers for the year. Of that 
top one percent, or 40,532 test takers, only 
3,741 of them scored a 36, meaning 
anyone who gets that score is considered 
part of the top 0.195% examinees. This is 
why improving one’s score just a few 
points at that score range makes such a 
huge difference to schools.  

When asked about how the school 
might adapt or improve its ACT prep 
programs, Paige said “They should make 
ACT prep programs more optional. When 
being forced, students then despise the 
idea of taking the test and then have a 
negative outlook on it, leading them to do 
worse.”  

She then continued to say that 
while math is  a “you know it or you 
don’t” subject, teachers could be more 
accommodating by showing students 
multiple ways to solve a problem. 

Finally, she noted that “There 
needs to be more focus on reading 
comprehension that isn’t [state standards] 
related or just used to write essays.”  

Photo Credit: Robbin Masters 
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 Though he 
enjoyed his 
eleven years of 
teaching English, 
Mr. Drew Smith 
is now East 
Hickman High 
School’s new 
librarian after he 
felt the need for a 
change in his 
profession. 

Mr. Smith 
was the Advanced 
Placement 
English 
Composition and 
Advanced 
Placement 
Literature teacher. In college, he had 
originally planned to major in computer 
programming; however, after being 
recommended to help out in the writing 
lab his freshman year, Mr. Smith 
discovered he enjoyed helping students 
with writing, resulting in his decision to 
become an English teacher.  Mr. Smith 
states, “It took me back to Kindergarten 
when I thought I wanted to be a teacher.” 
Mr. Smith also gives credit to his previous 
teachers for his final decision to become a 
teacher stating, “Because I had great 
teachers, I wanted to give back what they 
had given to me.” 

While grading essays was not the 
most enjoyable activity, Mr. Smith misses 

hearing students’ thoughts and ideas and 
getting to know his students as a teacher. 
Mr. Smith also wishes he could continue 
teaching literature and logical thinking; 

however, he still 
helps some 
students with 
essays and resumes 
but more one-on-
one than when he 
was a teacher.  
 Mr. Smith 
misses some 
aspects of teaching 
but enjoys the 
flexibility of being 
the school 
librarian. His 
schedule as a 
librarian is 
typically abundant 
in variety with few 
daily tasks. The 
few day-to-day 
tasks Mr. Smith 

does have typically included counting 
money that comes through the school, 
scheduling labs and computer carts, 
checking books in and out, updating the 
school website, processing periodicals and 
books, helping print papers, and helping 
people with their usernames and 
passwords. Other occasional tasks Mr. 
Smith takes on are being a Beta Club 
Sponsor, troubleshooting technology, 
helping run lights and audio in the 
auditorium, and just helping out wherever 
he can.  
 Though his routine “feels off,” Mr. 
Smith enjoys the change of scenery and 
variety in his days. He also enjoys helping 

students find books they enjoy reading, 
helping with technology, finding new 
books to add to the library, and definitely 
having the extra free time after school.  
 Contrary to popular belief though, 
being a librarian is still a lot of work. 
While Mr. Smith already had his Masters 
degree, he still had to complete an 
additional 21 credit hours to be certified 
for the position. Mr. Smith also has to do 
tedious tasks such as counting laptops, 
putting them in order, and trying to find 
any missing laptops. 
 Though there are some parts of 
being a librarian that are different and 
sometimes tedious, Mr. Smith loves many 
aspects of his position and is glad to be 

From Teacher to 

Librarian 
By Elizabeth Gordon 
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1968, Death Valley, 
California  

 
In the vast sea of lifeless sand 

under an inky black sky with 
glowing white stars rests a singular 
speck of gold and crimson blazing 
in the unforgiving California 
wasteland that is Death Valley. The 
small fire providing warmth to our 
traveling gypsy, our vagabond of the 
west, our hippie with a home, who 
would still rather roam than be near 
her parents. Our wayward 
protagonist is named Leslie. 

 Leslie is about nineteen or 
so, a pretty girl, rough looking, a 
girl of many vices and many sins, 
but she is not a horrible person. She 
had a child that her mother made 
her bury, which was too much, so 
she ran. 

Her new home consists of a 
lean-to made out of a jean jacket 
and dead branches, tin cans, glass 
bottles, used syringes and needles 
strewn across the sand. In her hands, 
she held a useless album, ruined by 
the sand, called Sgt. Pepper’s 
Lonely Hearts Club Band. A faded 
formerly vibrant album by The 
Beatles, something she could not 
leave home without.  

 She sits staring intently at it 
by the fire, obviously in a drug 
induced daze staring at the songs 
listed, yet her mind is blank, 
thoughts non-existent in her LSD 
induced trip to space.  

With a blank expression on 
her face, she quotes what she 
remembers of a favorite song. It 
brought her back to earth and made 
her heart throb.  

Leslie sings aloud to the 
California night, a beautiful but 
strung out melancholy mezzo 
soprano crooning: “Follow her 
down to a bridge by a fountain, 
where rocking horse people eat 
marshmallow pies… everyone 
smiles as you drift past the flowers 
that grow so incredibly high….” 

The sound of her voice 
echoed through the valley and like a 
siren calling a sailor, to the rocks. A 
man heard her call, but in this case, 

the sailor was to sway the siren onto 
a ship of wickedness, misfortune, 
and murder.  

“Howdy miss!” he yelled, a 
little too aware and a little too 
happy for someone out in the desert 
at night. He spoke fast, and startled 
Leslie, who was lost in her 
thoughts.  

“Hello,” she said simply, still 
in a trance and not sure if he was 
just a hallucination caused either by 
the desert or the concoction of the 
drugs she was on. Then again, even 
a sober person would find it 
unbelievable for a man so peculiar, 
so eccentric, so odd, so strange, to 
be real. 

He takes a seat in the sand, 
sweeping away a few gleaming 
needles.  

Warming his hands by the fire 
and staring at Leslie inquisitively, 
“You gonna’ tell me your name 
lady?” he inquiries just as loud and 
energetic as before, chuckling to 
himself. Leslie thinks for a moment, 
not wanting to embarrass herself.  

“Les...hmm…Leslie.” She 
says not entirely sure. The man 
smiles wickedly.  

“Well you can call me Chuck, 
Leslie!” 

Chuck is quite the character. 
He seems to have it all figured out, 
when in truth he makes everything 
up as he goes along. He likes to 
come off as a genius, and to Leslie, 
it’s working. He looks bewildered 
and has wild eyes and a smile that 
Leslie can’t help but notice. She 
finds him odd but…charming. 
Chuck smiles and stares at her 
noticing many things.  

She is a runaway, likes the 
Beatles, could afford their new 
album, or at least her parents could. 
She has dilated eyes, she’s parched 
despite all the bottles on the ground, 
and is sweating profusely despite 
the rigid cold desert night.  

“She’s on acid,” he reasons, 
so he pulled out a colorful small 
square piece of blotting paper and 
handed it to her. She knew what it 
was immediately.  

“Thanks man.” She smiled 
and puts it on her tongue. 

Her eyes widen, and she 
grabs the album again, fixated on 
the faded people on the cover. 
Chuck let a smirk escape his face, 
knowing he had her now.  

“Hey, Leslie! You should 
come with me! There’s a ranch I’m 
staying at with a lot more friends 
than you got here. You would love 
it. People are chill there. They really 

get it, ya know?” She smiled and 
nodded her head.  

“Well, come on then, I’ll 
show you where it is!” He got up 
and walked north, and Leslie tucked 
her album under her arm.  

They walked through the 
desert for about an hour, but to 
Leslie it was a short trip down the 
Yellow Brick Road led by the 
Cowardly Lion with Toto under her 
arm. 

Eventually, they arrived as 
the sun was rising to Chuck’s home, 
a sprawling place with a faded sign 
saying BARKER RANCH. A tall 
man approaches Chuck like a dog to 
its owner after a long trip from 
home.  

“What’s up, Tex!?” Chuck 
says excitedly. 

“Nothing much. Breakfast is 
ready, we’re just waiting for you. 
Who’s the girl?” the man says in a 
southern accent reminding Leslie of 
a cowboy.  

Two girls approach Maddox 
and yell for everyone to hear, 
“Charlie’s back! Charlie’s back!” 

“Alright, girls, let’s get to 
breakfast.”  

Chuck, now Charlie, sits in 
the middle of the table extending his 
arms and smiles at the two girls 
copying what he saw in the Last 
Supper with him as Christ. Just the 
way he wanted it.  

“Everyone settle down now. I 
want to welcome a new member to 
our family— Leslie,” he says, and 
directs everyone’s attention to her. 

 Leslie is in a state of bliss, 
amazed and hypnotized by Charlie. 

“Now, I know everyone 
wants to go back to L.A., but it’s far 
too late now. Los Angeles is gone, 
San Fran is gone, the world as we 
know it is gone. Everything’s gone 
helter skelter now, brothers and 
sisters. The only place you’re safe is 
with me.”  

Just then a blind old man, the 
owner of the ranch walks in. 

“Mister Manson, could you 
please keep it dow-” the old man 
says in a frail scared voice but was 
interrupted by Charles.  

“For goodness sakes old man, 
I’m saying grace! You keep it 
down!” Charles yelled, slamming 
his fist down. The girls see Charles 
is angry with the man, so they stare 
maliciously at him. The old man 
leaves, sobbing quietly.  

Charles Manson sighs and 
says quietly, “Amen.” 

Campfire Story Contest 

Winner! 

Gavin Benner’s 

“Our Vagabond” 
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Freshman Student 

Spotlight: Keilei 

McCrory 
By Alyssa Tanner & Dakota Shadowens 

Keilei McCrory, a fifteen year old 
freshman, was randomly selected for the 
freshman student spotlight. 

 Keilei started playing 
basketball and softball when she was 
seven years old. She began playing these 
two sports because her parents 
encouraged her. She has continued 
playing ever since. 

She did not have much time to do 
other “stuff” during the summer since she 

was involved with basketball and softball. 
She went to basketball camp for three 
days during the week and two of the three 
days were overnight. She also played 
every weekend with her travel softball 
team.  

She does not have a favorite genre 
of music; as a result, she listens to what 
comes on the radio. One station that she 
does listen to is 107.5 The River which is 
widely known for playing pop. Her 
favorite television show is Grey’s 
Anatomy. 

Her career plan is to be either a 
pediatric nurse or neonatal surgeon. Keilei 
plans on taking dual enrollment classes, 
and if she had to choose right now to be 
an in-state or out-of-state college student, 
she would choose to be in-state. It 
remains undecided on which university 
she wants to attend, due to her only being 
a freshman.  

Keilei stated that she prefers high 
school over middle school. So far, her 
high school experience is everything she 
expected it to be. She already had a basic 
idea of high school when she started her 
freshman year due to her having 
upperclassmen friends. She proudly stated 
that her social life has not changed. An 

example of what she expected would be 
the increase in homework. Not having a 
social time anymore, like in middle 
school, does not aggravate her much 
because she never really participated.  

She takes Honors Geometry. She 
originally did not want to take any honors 
classes freshman year, not wanting to 
stress herself. However, she has found that 
being in a more challenging class does not 
overwhelm her.  

Keilei greatly enjoyed the 
Homecoming Week festivities. In fact, she 
volunteered to help set up the majority of 
activities. She assisted with the freshman 
float, set up the pep rally, worked on 
stadium decorations, and the class skits. 
She claims that she loves to be involved 
with activities. 

She loves softball and 
enthusiastically enjoys watching college 
teams, her favorite would be Alabama. 
Her favorite subject is English because “it 
is one of the easiest things” for her. Her 
favorite fall comfort food is caramel 
apples. Coincidentally, her favorite season 
is fall because it is not too hot and not too 
cold. In general, her favorite food is pizza. 
Her best-loved quote is, “Your world is 
your imagination.”  

Each season has its own 
specific flavor palettes. In summer, one 
eats popsicles and hamburgers because 
it is really hot out. In the springtime, 
one eats candy because who doesn’t 
love Peeps?  

Then, in winter, one drinks 
warm liquids like hot chocolate or a 
broth to warm up from the inside out.  
 Although they all contain  equally 
delicious foods, Fall is neutral—it is not 
too hot or too cold. It is the perfect 
weather for relaxing and comforting 
foods. It is also the season for coffee 
drinkers. Fall has specific flavors like 
caramel, pumpkin spice, and hazelnut. 
 Comfort foods are a serious thing; 
they were created to console emotional 
distress, especially Fall comfort foods. 

Associated with Fall are foods such as 
pumpkin pie, sweet potatoes, anything 
apple, caramel, and steaming pots of chili 
or chicken and dumplings.  
 Easy foods are categorized by how 
long it takes and how hard it is to make it. 
One of the easiest dishes to make... 
macaroni and cheese. Savory and 
delicious to the last bite, macaroni and 
cheese has been around since 1769. 
President Thomas Jefferson made it 
popular by serving it at his dinner parties. 
Macaroni and cheese is a time worn 
favorite, so if you want to try something 
new but easy, make a pizza burger.  

What is a pizza burger? It is an 
English muffin covered in pizza sauce 
mixed with cooked hamburger and 
pepperoni, with mozzarella on top.  
It can have toppings such as black olives 
or onions. Pop it in the oven for about 25 
minutes and enjoy. 

At some point, everyone has to 
learn a few basic cooking skills. However, 
southern moms are a certain kind of 
breed. They have the positive stereotype 

as being magnificent cooks. 
From your mama's fried chicken to 

your grandmama’s gravy, southern 
women seem to be blessed with the gift of 
culinary achievement. Or, maybe it is just 
the flavorful ingredients since many 
typically southern foods trade flavor for 
health consciousness. They are filled with 
ingredients like carbohydrates and 
sugar...and butter. 

Although it is unhealthy and 
dangerous, southern food is delicious. It is 
also a key part in Thanksgiving foods.  

Thanksgiving is a holiday lost 
between two giant holidays, Christmas 
and Halloween. People tend to overlook 
the importance and symbolism of this 
joyous celebration.  

It was created when Abraham 
Lincoln established the holiday in 1863 to 
commemorate to victories of the union in 
the Civil War. 

 Although it has been used to 
celebrate war victories, it was originally a 
time to honor the unification of the 

The Many Flavors of 

Fall, Comfort Food 

for All! 

Continued on Page 9 

By Caitlyn Bowdoin 
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Over the years, teenage humor has 
warped into an unrecognizable act. With 
the sudden burst of technology and new 
online activity, teenagers are amused by 
the simplest phrase or line. 

The internet as a whole is simply 
one large inside joke. What teenagers 
laughed about during the early 2000s is 
entirely different than modern memes. 
While in earlier decades teens laughed at 
grumpy cat photos and ‘yo mama jokes,’ 
now the excitement is all about Shrek and 
aliens. 
 In the years of 2013 and 2014, an 
app well known as Vine caught the 
attention of adolescents across the globe. 
Vine blew up due to the fact that teenagers 
could share short comedy videos and 
move onto the next one in less than ten 
seconds. The average vine was six 
seconds, but could be viewed on a loop.  

Just like any other social media, 
people could follow their favorite creators 
and make personal videos. 

Vine unfortunately shutdown on 
January 17, 2017. Fans were highly 
displeased with the outcome and even 
more displeased when a promised Vine 2 
never happened.  

Going forward into more recent 
events, a Vine substitute has surfaced the 
wide web. TikTok once known as 
Musical.ly has gained a lot of new users in 
the past months.  

What exactly is TikTok? TikTok is 
a social media app where users can post or 
watch a short lip syncing video, comedy 
videos, or talent such as singing. 

Social media plays a key role in 
teenage humor. Social sites like 
Instagram, Reddit, and IFunny are all 
used for sharing experiences and jokes.  

However, across all these 
platforms, one common factor is shared: 
each site has their own unique type of 
humor. Reddit has more real life stories 
than IFunny, and you’ll find more self-
deprecating jokes on Twitter and 
Instagram than the others. 
 The question rising is, why has 
teenage humor changed and became so 
twisted? It causes a noticeable gap as the 
generations’ change.  
 Teens today have what is widely 
known as the Millennial and Gen Z 
humor. Any high schooler will make the 
joke or comparison of themselves to 
garbage, but you will find you rarely hear 
a middle aged person say something of 
any similar status. 
            To put it in simple words, with 
rising depression rate, teens are sometimes 
using humor to hide sadness and 
loneliness. In older generations, people 
were told to “suck it up” and move on. 
This created a poor mentality that was 
passed onto future generations; 
however,  with the proliferation of 
technology, teenagers are using this type 
of humor to try and cope with emotions. 
 While memes may not be the 
healthiest outlet for teenage emotions, it is 
the predominant way in which today’s 
youth dialogue and share innovatively and 
creatively. It gives everyone a good laugh 
as long as they get the inside jokes.  

Ight imma head out. 

Teenage Identity: the 

Impact of the Internet 
By Kimberli Martinez 

 Every generation of teenagers is 
shaped by the economic, political, and 
social events of the world. Today’s teens 
are no different—they’re the first 
generation whose lives are filled by 
mobile technology and social media. 
 

Who is Generation Z? 

Generation (Gen) Z was given its official 
title as it is the generation to come after 
the previous group of well-known 
growing adults, Millennials (Gen Y). 
An abundance of online sources is 
categorizing the new breed as being born 
[roughly] between the years of the mid-
1990s and the mid-2000s. 

The young generation receives  
criticism from previous generations (Baby 
Boomers, Gen Xers, and Millennials) 
because of the many stereotypes placed 
upon them such as being overly attached 
to cell phones, possessing small attention 
spans, etc.  
 However, what previous 
generations fail to recognize is that 
Generation Z holds many positives which 
will define the future  but may struggle in 
ways that are yet uncharted. 
 Generation Z [in the U.S. at least] 
is entering adulthood as the country’s 
most racially and ethnically diverse 
generation and is becoming one of the 
best educated generations yet. 
 National Public Radio (NPR) 
released an article touching upon this idea 
by looking over Pew Research Center’s 
experiment done over the percentage of 
racial and ethnic makeup.  
 The NPR states how researchers 
analyzed post-millennials whose ages 
currently range between 6 and 21. “They 
found nearly half—48 percent—are from 
communities of color.”  

 The article continues, “There's 
much more Hispanic and Asian presence 
among the nation's children and youth 
today,’ says Richard Fry, a senior research 
at Pew who co-authored the report with 
Kim Parker.” 

 Having a wide variety of races and 
ethnicities can provide a multitude of 
benefits for the younger cultures as it can 
better prepare teens for a global economy, 
promote empathy, reduce prejudice, and 
foster creativity. 

Gen Z has additionally been 
known to be more honest and open about 
mental health and how, overall, the mental 
health is at an all time low. 

The rise in easily accessible 
technology such as cell phones and social 
media built up a possibility for young 
teens to constantly compare themselves to 
others through the use of their phones.  

How Teens Today Are Different 
From Past Generations talks more about 
this topic saying how the mental health 
consequences are especially acute for 
younger teens. “This makes sense 
developmentally, since the onset of 
puberty triggers a cascade of changes in 
the brain that make teens more emotional 
and more sensitive to their social world."  

Social media use means spending 
less time with their friends in person. At 
the same time, online content creates 
unrealistic expectations (about happiness, 

body image, and more) and more 
opportunities for feeling left out. This can 
especially have a bigger impact on girls 
since they use social media more than 
boys. 

Generation Z, more than other 
generations, have shown to be respectful, 
kind, and inclusive of diversity of all 
types. Many things such as interracial 
couples and LGBT communities are more 
welcomed into the young grouping 
compared to the history of previous 
generations.  

Consequently, as a result, they 
reject offensive speech more than any 
earlier generation. 

 

The Generation Gap of the 
 21st Century 

 Many cultural changes affect 
generation gaps. For instance, the 1960s 
rock and roll is quite different than the 
1990s rock millennials grew up listening 
to. Technology, however, is often cited as 
the main wedge between generations in 
the U.S. culture.  

The increase in people living 
longer and the technology becoming more 
advanced causes the gap between older 
generations such as the Baby Boomers 
and Generation Z. 

Alternatively, one recent event has 
sparked great controversy and is being 
seen as the cause for the end of all 
friendly relations between generations. 

On TikTok [social media video app 
for creating and sharing short lip-sync, 
comedy, and talent videos], an older 
gentleman voiced how the Millennials and 
Generation Z have the “Peter Pan 
Syndrome”—they don’t ever want to 
grow up.  

This video became widely viral as 
thousands of teens responded through 
mixed reaction videos with a simple 
phrase: “OK Boomer.” 

“OK Boomer” has become 
Generation Z’s go-to retort to any 
problematic saying made by older people 
who just don’t understand the ways of the 
kids and young adults. An article written 
by The New York Times explains how fed-
up teenagers use the phrase to reply to 
“cringey YouTube videos,  Trump tweets, 
and basically any person over 30 who says 
something condescending about young 
people—and the issues that matter to 
them.” 

This occurrence has created 
controversy as a multitude of adults went 
to social media to voice their opinions on 
the subject. The largest complaint of them 
all is claiming that this saying is a clear 
act of ageism. Several articles have been 
written over which generation is in the 
right, the effects of this rift, and just 
honest opinions being placed over 
merchandise being made with the tagline 
“OK Boomer”.  

The Baby Boomers never did have 
the best relationship with the younger 
generations over the ideas of technology; 
unfortunately, this event has created more 
division.  

Generation Z continues to move 
along, not taking all the criticism to heart, 
and  also continues to prove to their elders 
that they can be progressive in helping 
manage the ever-changing society of the 
21st century even while exploring, 
taming, and sometimes overcoming the 
hazards of the  digital terrain in which 
most of Gen Z are natives.  

  

Bridging the Gap: 

Generation Relations 

Fall Apart 
By Leah Tidwell 
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‘Be In the Zone’ (BITZ) is a program that many schools participate in to raise awareness 
concerning texting and driving. In 2017-2018, EHHS’s student council won the regional Best 
Campaign competition and prize money of $2,500 dollars with their awareness program and 
activities. BITZ, sponsored by Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, donated four 
hundred dollars to the East Hickman High School’s student council. The council then used the 
money to purchase T-shirts and pop sockets for the student body.  

Lindsey Morgan and Kyla O’Guin hosted the ‘Be in the Zone’ activities with the help of Susie 
Escue and Heta Patel. The students competed guys against girls. Three students from each side were 
asked a question  regarding driving statistics, and the quickest one to run to Lindsey and answer 
correctly got the point. T-shirts whizzed through the air to the winning side with the girls answering 
the most questions correctly. 

 The second part was an obstacle course. Susie Escue, “BITZie the Eagle,” was the “stop 
light.” Both teachers and students participated in this event. The competition had participants get on 
their phones and text while in a mini cardboard car, maneuvering their way around the cones all 
while following Susie’s green light and red light signals. After the cones, participants dodged 
stuffed animals that were thrown into their path. The student body exhibited excitement during the 
trivia competition with students jumping and screaming as BITZ t-shirts sailed their way. The 
program resulted in the students leaving the gymnasium with more awareness of the dangers that 
texting and driving can cause. 

Be In The Zone: 

Turn Off Your 

Phone! 

By The Eagle’s Eye Staff 
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Looking back on the Internet’s 
“raid” on Area 51, it’s important to reflect 
on the actual history of the location. From 
top-secret research and development 
during the Cold War to the countless 
conspiracy theories surrounding the area, 
the story of this locale has been colorful to 
say the least. 

While many consider Area 51 to 
house the country’s secret stash of 
extraterrestrial technology, in reality, it’s 
only an Air Force base located at Groom 
Lake in southern Nevada. The site’s 
official name is the Nevada Test and 
Training Range (NTTR), and it’s a 
functioning part of Nevada’s Nellis Air 
Force Base.  

The NTTR serves as an open 
training range for the US Air Force. In 
fact, according to the Nellis Air Force 
Base the current NTTR is “the largest 
contiguous air and ground space available 
for peacetime military operations in the 
free world,” as of October 2017. 

The NTTR can be traced as far 
back as the 98th Bombardment Wing, 
which was formed on October, 24th, 
1947, while the rumors of the base’s 
involvement with UFOs have been 
flourishing for nearly as long. The origin 
of these rumors lies in the early uses of 
the site.  

Area 51, a nickname from its local 
map designation, was used as a site to 

design, test, and train pilots for multiple 
spy planes such as the Lockheed A-12, the 
SR-71 Blackbird, and the F-117 
Nighthawk stealth fighter. All of these 
secretive projects resulted in many small, 
black, flying objects filling the sky 
throughout the mid 20th and beyond, 
leading to many rumors of these 
unidentified flying objects.  

Additionally, in 1958, the US 
Atomic Energy Commission, the 
predecessor to the US Department of 
Energy, withdrew the plot of land from 
public use. These strange objects in 
conjunction with the secretive nature of 
the base itself have nurtured the majority 
of urban legends surrounding the military 
base. These urban myths helped to 
establish a community of theorists 
interested in the base, which has grown to 
influence pop culture over the last few 
decades.  

In June 2019, YouGov conducted 
a poll that found “54% of US adults think 
it is likely the government knows more 
than it’s telling about UFOs.” As a part of 
this community, a Facebook event titled 
“Storm Area 51, They Can’t Stop All of 
Us” made a ruckus—for a while. The 
event was scheduled for Friday, 
September 20th, and at the September 9th 
date, it already had two million people 
marked as going, with another one and a 
half million marked as interested.  

As the day of the raid approached, 
Matty Roberts, the man reportedly behind 
the event, has stated “It’s entirely satirical, 
and most people seem to understand that,” 
but the US Air Force is still cautious of 
any that might take the joke seriously. Air 
Force spokeswoman Laura McAndrews 
issued the following statement in an 

interview with The Washington Post: 
 “[Area 51] is an open training 
range for the U.S. Air Force, and we 
would discourage anyone from trying to 
come into the area where we train 
American armed forces. The U.S. Air 
Force always stands ready to protect 
America and its assets.” 
 The actual aftermath of the raid 
were far less serious than anticipated. 
Nearly 3,000 people congregated around 
the gates of the compound, but the local 
sheriff's office only made seven arrests. 
Of those seven, four were booked and 
then released with citations. Additionally, 
the gate guards were there mostly as a 
deterrent. They didn’t have to take any 
action against civilians, and in some cases 
they even joined in on the festivities. 
Overall, the raid ended up being more of 
an oversized social gathering. 

Area 51: Social 

Gathering— Raid 

Not Included 
By Devlin Sheppler 

European settlers and Native Americans, 
but this symbolism sometimes becomes 
forgotten in today’s society; it is 
celebrated for the sole purpose of the 
food. However, even in this, it still brings 
people together from miles and miles to 
eat.  

From macaroni and cheese to an 
entire five course meal, comfort foods 
bring families together.  

Even apart from the holidays, 
comfort food is a universal relaxer; it is 
there after a long day of work, after 
school, or even a funeral. Whenever you 
eat with your family, think about how 
comfortable and connected you feel when 
you share a meal. 

Continued from Page 4 
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Murder  Mysteries Vol. 

2: Hidden Truths  
By Alyssa Tanner 

 Why are people's interests piqued 
when it comes to murder mysteries? 

A very old, yet famous cold case is the 
murder of Elizabeth Short, or Black 
Dahlia. Black Dahlia was brutally 
murdered in Los Angeles in 1947. Her 
killer was never found, making this the 
oldest, and most famous, cold case in Los 
Angeles. The case quickly became 
covered by the media. For two months, 
the case made the front page in all the 
local papers everyday. The news quickly 
spread all over town due to the fact that 
incidents to this degree, such as her case, 
were not as common at the time.  

The twenty two year old actress 
was located in a vacant lot near Leimert 
Park. Her body was tampered with 
gruesomely and left in a specific pose 
when a female local resident had 
discovered her remains. 

The sole witness of the murder had 
reported seeing a black sedan parked in 
the area early in the morning but could not 
provide anything else for the authorities. 
The combination of faulty witnesses and a 
lack of hard evidence surrounding the case 
greatly hindered its progress, and, despite 
numerous allegations and leads over the 
years, the case has yet to come close to 
being solved. 

Many commonly believe that 
George Hodel killed Elizabeth. George’s 
son, Steve, was going through his father’s 
possessions after he died and found a very 
small photo album. He flipped through it 
and originally saw the usual type pictures 
(family, pets, etc.) when one picture in the 
very back caught his eye, it was a picture 
of Black Dahlia. 

In just over 23 years, Steve had 
diligently risen through the ranks of the 
Los Angeles police department, 
establishing a reputation as an unfaltering 
homicide detective. So, like any good 
police officer, Steve started digging, and 
the details began to add up.  

He even took a second look at an 
anonymous letter that was sent later on by 
a person claiming to be Black Dahlia’s 
killer; Steve was disturbed to realize how 
much the handwriting resembled that of 
his father’s. He spent the next fifteen 
years of his life trying to prove that 
George was, in fact, the killer. Nobody 
has been able to prove or disprove his 
theory.  

Even in Tennessee, many terrible 
murders dating back to the 60s and 70s 
remain unsolved. A good example would 
be the mystery of Stanley Smith from the 
1970s. 
 On March 25, 1977, two hikers in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee were walking 
along Van Cleve Lane when they made 
the dreadful discovery of Stanley Smith’s 
lifeless body. The two hikers spotted him 
just as they passed an abandoned house 
that was widely known for criminal 
activity. He was missing a shirt and a 
shoe, severely beaten in the head, and 
hidden amongst the bushes; it was very 
obvious that he was deceased. 

At the time, Murfreesboro and 
Rutherford County were much less 
populated than they are today. "Everyone 
in town knew who was behind this crime. 
And what we're looking for now is for 
people to come forward," said Sheriff's 
Detective Sgt. Dan Goodwin in 2014. 
Investigators used to believe the cold case 
could be officially  solved. 

Stanley was a 26 year old man of 
color, worked in a factory and was known 
as a regular, hard-working guy. He was 
happily married and had two sons. He was 
found lying face up behind a clump of 
bushes next to a fence. Evidence 
suggested he was shot by the road and 
drug 30 feet near the boundary of Stones 
River National Battlefield. Next to him, 
authorities found a blood-stained hat and a 
shotgun stock. When they realized that his 
body was on federal grounds, the FBI 
quickly got involved.  

Then, a week later, a survey of the 
crime scene by the Army Corp of 
Engineers found Stanley was discovered 
six feet from the park's boundaries, which 
bounced the case back to the Sheriff's 
Office. The repeated jurisdiction switch 
ended up hurting the investigation 
severely and irritated local investigators.  

The sheriff’s department said that 
Stanley’s death was most likely drug 
related and connected to a lot of organized 
crime. His autopsy later revealed that he 
was shot twice and not beaten at all. He 
was killed with a bullet to the neck and 
another to the temple. 

The authorities theorized that 
Stanley’s “closest friend”, Ramsey,  had 
committed the crime based on the fact that 
he went missing two days after his death. 
On April 1, 1977, investigators said they 
feared Ramsey, 21 years old at the time, 
had fallen prey to the same fate as his 
friend. However, by April 6, 1977, 
Ramsey had been located in New Jersey 
and charged with the murder of Stanley. 

Ramsey was extradited back to Tennessee 
and charged with first-degree murder. 

Investigators said they believed 
Ramsey had shot Stanley over a gambling 
debt and then fled town. Although, on the 
final day of their June term, the 
Rutherford County Grand Jury returned a 
no true bill, meaning there was not enough 
evidence against Ramsey to support the 
charges. So, the charges were dismissed. 

Another Tennessee case is Pauline 
George. On March 7, 1991, Pauline came 
home from work and followed her daily 
routine. Her body was found in the 
basement around three hours later. She 
was brutally beaten and stabbed several 
times. Her boyfriend, a fireman at the 
time, found her when he barged into her 
home worried due to her not answering 
the door. Her purse was emptied out on 
her bed, but nothing appeared to be stolen, 
including money and valuable items.  

Pauline was a fifty year old mother 
of two children. She was a friend to 
everyone. "She was described as a nice 
woman, good woman, good family. Lived 
in an upper middle class neighborhood, 
certainly not a place you would expect 
something like this to happen," said Knox 
County Sheriff's Office Cold Case Chief 
Investigator David Davenport. It remains 
a mystery as to why someone would want 
to kill her. They never found a murder 
weapon or the killer.  

In todays world, murder mysteries 
are more seen as a source of entertainment 
instead of something that should be taken 
seriously to get solved. Movies, shows, 
and articles are all written for the people 
to look at and learn to “keep an eye out” 
and not to just sit around and binge watch. 

Many people love this stuff 
because of the suspense and rush they get 
from watching officials attempt to solve 
the case. Very few actually feel empathy 
for the families.  

Over the years, the public has gone 
from fearful of unsolved murders to 
overly interested and unsympathetic 
towards them. Although, not all citizens 
feel this way. 

In some counties when an 
unexplained  murder or disappearance 
happens, then the community as a whole 
dwells, worries, and sympathizes with the 
family and friends of the victim.  

Even Hickman and surrounding 
counties have tragically, and regretfully, 
lost some of its members in both unsolved 
and solved cases. The communities 
suffered, mourned, and healed together, 
greatly increasing everyone’s sympathy 
and empathy towards tragic deaths.   
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The Disney Demand: 

Disney Plus's 

Popularity Sky Rockets 

Disney Plus is officially granted 
the title for the future of Disney’s 
company. It is the entertainment giant's 
streaming service for almost everything it 
creates, taking on Netflix as well as other 
competitors, including Apple TV Plus, 
Amazon Prime Video, and HBO Max. 

Disney’s streaming system is a 
video-on-demand service, with a library of 
movies and TV shows that can be viewed 
at any time, across a wide range of 
devices.  

Originally announced in 
September 2017 and launching on 
November 12th 2019, Disney Plus made 
itself available to the people of the United 
States, Canada, and the Netherlands. Soon 
after, on the week of November 18th, it 
launched out for Australia and New 
Zealand and will be accessible to the 
United Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy, 
and Spain on March 31st, 2020 according 
to Digital Trends. 

The hype surrounding the service 
was built up quickly as people took to 
social media to express how the idea of 
having any piece of Disney media at their 
fingertips would be a dream come true. 
With this on their minds, many customers 
even made the choice to cancel all other 
streaming subscriptions at the sight of the 
vast world of Disney Plus. 

 The streaming system advertises 
its pricing as a simple $7 per month or 
$70 if you prepay for an entire year ($5.83 
per month).  

This pricing is, in fact, surprisingly 
less compared to its competitors as CNET 
states, “That monthly rate is half the price 
of HBO Now and the forthcoming HBO 
Max. It's also a discount compared with 
Netflix's cheapest tier at $9 a 
month.”   

Disney Plus mainly has 
gained a vast amount of love from 
all the movies, TV shows, 
documentaries, etc. that are listed 
to be able to view on the platform 
(as listed from Collider): almost 
all Marvel movies, shows, and 
animated shows; Star Wars 
movies and series; Pixar movies; 
Disney animations and animated 
series; Disney live-action films; 
Disney Channel shows and 
original movies; and many 

National Geographic documentaries.  
 Because Disney has gained the 
rights to each and every one of these 
production companies, further projects 
such as Marvel’s Falcon and The Winter 
Soldier and Star Wars’ The Mandalorian 
will only be available through the service 
and cannot be viewed elsewhere.  
 But, there is more to the streaming 
story: Disney Plus isn’t Disney’s only 
streaming service. Following its 
acquisition of 21st Century Fox, Disney 
also owns Hulu, and if you want both, you 
have options. Digital Trends caps more on 
the idea by explaining how “in addition to 
the stand-alone service, you can get 
Disney Plus as a Hulu add-on.”  
 And, subscribing to Disney Plus 
through Hulu, means that one can keep 
and watch all one’s favorite shows and 
movies all in one place.  
 In addition, Digital Trends 
confirms how if one would want Disney 
Plus, ESPN, and Hulu (with ads), a bundle 
is offered that will include all three for 
$13 a month, which is $5 cheaper than 
paying for them separately. Another offer 
has been made in which Verizon members 
gain the chance to access Disney Plus for 
free through a span of a year.  
 With excitement surrounding the 
service, Variety confirms that Disney 
announced that the platform had signed up 
over 10 million users, making the claim 
one day after its launch. Unfortunately, 
with the hype and praise given to Disney 
Plus, much criticism appeared as more 
and more people signed up.  
 A multitude of users voiced out 
how, once the service (mainly the app) 
was opened up, it immediately crashed 
and prevented any of the entertainment to 
be watched. Business Insider further 
explains how Disney said, “demand for 
the service had exceeded expectations, 
and now Disney direct-to-consumer 
chairman Kevin Mayer says the app will 
be updated to improve functionality.” 

Aside from the main issue, people 

also stated how Disney Plus should 
become more like Netflix in a way in 
which one’s watching progress will be 
remembered and one can click continue to 
move forward in their favorite show and 
not have to search for their recent viewing 
point.  

With the initial reactions being 
quite mixed, one can sit and ask 
themselves, “Is Disney Plus really worth 
it?” And, the answer simply is all up to 
one’s opinion and judgment.  

Many fans of the platform state 
how, aside from the minor glitches, it 
offers an array of plentiful movies and 
shows to watch that are either new to the 
Disney watchlist or older shows that 
remind one of their childhood. 

However, fans of Disney express 
worry is that all of the company’s 
products will only be released on the 
forum; because of this, Disney has 
released many statements about how 
popular and mainstream movies and 
shows will still be set loose on the big 
screens and small screens all across the 
world.  
 The recent reveal of Disney’s 
creation has really set off the idea of 
whether or not streaming services will 
replace cable TV altogether.  
 Forbes states, “With a growing 
number of streaming services, customers 
often have to subscribe to many different 
companies to have access to all of the top 
shows.” And, since all the top watched 
shows will be spread out through the 
different services, some have claimed that 
giving up cable TV is the best bet to have 
enough to pay for all the needed streaming 
platforms.  
 The future of television is 
changing quickly and might be 
disappearing altogether. But, what 
customers ultimately crave leans towards 
more personalized picking and choosing 
of what to watch— whenever and 
wherever. 

By Leah Tidwell 

https://www.cnet.com/news/hbo-max-price-15-dollars-release-date-launch-may-us-shows-movies-podcast/
https://www.cnet.com/news/hbo-max-price-15-dollars-release-date-launch-may-us-shows-movies-podcast/


12 

 

 

 Who else can say that 
they know one of the top three 
runners-up in the National 
Banana pudding cook-off contest? I can! 
My grandmother’s “Taste of Paradise” 
pudding placed with the judges, 
competing against pudding and cooks 
from many other states.  
            The National Banana Pudding 
Festival had many festivities including the 
pudding cook-off, face painting, the 
pudding path, different bands, and the pie 
eating contest. There were also many 
activities for the children. Towards the 
back of the festival bouncy houses, 
balloon animals and face painting booths 
were available to the kids. There was also 
horse-back riding for little kids. 
 The pudding cook-off had two 
groups of contestants. They had an hour to 
make their pudding and could use 
anything they wanted and put anything in 
it as long as it consisted of bananas and 
vanilla wafers. Different varieties of 
puddings with props ranging from 
bourbon to small cabanas and umbrellas 
caught the eye of festival-goers. Visitors 
made their way down the pudding path 
and got samples of the pudding one 
wanted. Voting on the best one was the 

next step.  
 All contestants 
would go on to receive 
a certificate and gift 
bag, but the top three 
would get a certificate, 
gift bag, prize money, 
and an extra gift bag 
with a variety of prizes 
in it that had 
something to do with 

bananas and pudding. The first place 
winner was from Georgia, the second 
runner-up was from Alabama, and the 
third runner-up was a local native from 
Lyles, TN—my grandmother—Debbie 
Goins.  
  The pie eating contest consisted of 
high schools competing to see who could 
eat a pie the fastest. At the end of this, 
East Hickman High student, Salvador 
Cervantes, ate his way to the win. When 
asked if he would do this again, he replied 
that he would not want to right away. 
(Seems understandable!)  He was happy 
that he got to participate in this and that he 
was able to be the winner.  
 They also had many other different 
booths set up. There were food stands and 
lemonade stands. Some booths had t-shirts 
and other items for sale. For smaller 
children, trains rides were available, and a 
mechanical bull challenged older ages.  
 Another festival year has passed 
and all things banana will have to wait 
until the next full weekend in October of 
2020. 

By Dakota Shadowens 

National Banana 

Pudding Festival Is 

Apeeling to All 

(Above and Below) National Banana 

Pudding Festival’s Pudding Cook-Off 

First Place Winner: Kristen Hope’s 

Turtle Banana Pudding  

(Above) The aftermath of the pie eating contest 

displays a group of the messy contestants, 

including the contest’s winner EHHS Senior 

Salvador Cervantes.  

(Above) Stephanie Luke 

displaying her Thai Chai 

Banana Pudding. 

(Below) Michele Kusma 

provides a stunning 

display for her Chocolate 

Covered Banana Crunch 

Pudding.  

(Above) Greek culture is 

proudly represented in Sara 

Thomason’s set-up for her 

Greek Banana Pudding. 

(Below) The Brewer 

Family’s homemade sign 

and set-up beautifully 

showcases the fall season. 

(Above)  The recent Banana Pudding Pageant 

winners stand aligned along the stage, proudly 

wearing their crowns and sashes.  

(Above) Terri Parker’s Kentucky Smooth 

Talker Banana Pudding ornately has roses and 

bottles of her signature ingredient on display.  


