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Welcome to the Nest, Bulldogs! 
By: Madison Lilly 

Oregon to Carolina Goes Dark 
By: Leah Tidwell 

Homecoming week was a 

huge success that lead up to one 

momentous event!  On 

September 15, the homecoming 

ceremony started with the 

football players escorting the 

cheerleaders to the field, 

following after that Homecoming 

King and Queen candidates: Lane 

Cole, Tyler Mobley, Chace 

Bawcum, Lena Mayberry, and 

Lauren Monroe. Tyler Mobley 

and Lena Mayberry were later 

crowned Homecoming King and 

Queen. 

At 7 p.m., the kick-off 

began with the East Hickman 

Eagles making the first 

touchdown. By the end of the 

first quarter, the game was set 

6:0. The Eagles kept up the fight 

all through second quarter. By 

halftime, the game was 14-6 with 

the Eagles 

leading. As the 

game passed 

through the 

third quarter the 

Eagles and 

Bulldogs were 

neck and neck. 

The Eagles kept 

fighting and 

pushing til the 

game ended, 

forty-eight 

minutes of 

effort, with the Eagles on coming 

in three points short—the final 

score 14-17. East Hickman is 

proud of their Eagles. 

The most memorable 

plays included Junior Z Taylor’s 

amazing intercept and run, Senior 

Tyler Mobley’s forty-nine-yard 

run and eight tackles, Sophomore 

Tre Flottman’s one-hundred-one 

yards rushing, and the Eagles’ 

impressive three ten guard line 

stops. The Eagles finished with a 

total of 376 yards. Head Coach 

Pence describes his team as a 

brotherhood who improve and 

challenge themselves everyday. 

They put one hundred percent 

effort and heart into every game. 

The Eagles fought proud and 

hard with every spark they 

had.  East Hickman may not have 

won the game, but the students 

are still proud Eagles! 

 A much anticipated day 

happened in America on the date 

of August 21—the 2017 solar 

eclipse. This solar eclipse made 

its course across the United 

States, giving millions and 

millions of people access to view 

the great phenomenon. 

 What made this eclipse 

more special is the fact that it 

was an official total eclipse, 

where the sun is blocked out 

completely. Such an event hasn’t 

been viewable in the United 

States since February 26, 1979, 

thirty-eight years ago! 

What should be expected of the 

solar eclipse completely depends 

on where a person is during the 

time of the event. Every U.S. 

state could see different 

percentages of the eclipse; 

however, specific states could see 

totality of the sight. The first 

noted spot to see the full 2017 

solar eclipse was just north of 

Newport, Oregon around the time 

of 10:15 A.M. From that area, it 

raced downward east and 

southeastward, leaving the U.S. at 

2:49 P.M. in Cape Romain, South 

Carolina. 

 The state of Tennessee 

was, in fact, a part of the total 

fourteen states that were in the 

direct path of totality. The capital 

Continued on page 5 

Zavier Taylor’s Interception 

King Tyler Mobley and Queen Lena Mayberry 
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Piles of Teaching Styles 
By: Jonathon Pruett 

 There are arguably many 

good teachers in this school. 

What is the measure of a good 

teacher: a license, diploma, IQ, or 

the size of their paycheck ? No, 

none of these.   

 The true measure of a 

good, successful teacher is their 

ability to translate information 

into something everyone can 

understand and learn from. There 

are 3.1 million teachers in the 

United States, so what makes any 

one teacher more efficient than 

another?  

 By observing two of East 

Hickman’s own teachers, each 

with exemplary qualities, it is 

determined that their methods 

prove effective because they 

provide both challenges and 

support for their students.  

 The two teachers 

observed were James Dickson, 

who teaches Government, 

Economics, along with  AP 

Computer Science Principles, and 

Greg Matney, who teaches duel 

enrollment Calculus  and Algebra 

II. 

 Though their methods of 

teaching are different, they both 

convey the content in a way that 

engages attention, earning them a 

liked and respected name among 

the students. 

  The first class observed, 

Advanced Placement Coding, 

was a new addition this year. Mr. 

Dickson  appeals to students with 

charisma and humor, which 

offers a sense security and 

relatability. Coach D, as many 

have come to call him, uses many 

visual aids throughout his method 

of teaching. He displays a myriad 

of programs, examples, and 

charts to convey his message. 

Dickson’s teaching style is very 

animated, attentive, and 

interactive with his students. He 

watches the information sink in 

before moving on, staying on the 

student's level. Overall, he 

generates  a comfortable learning 

atmosphere where anyone  in the 

classroom can feel the exchange 

of information in the air. 

  The second class observed 

was Algebra II, taught by  Greg  

Matney. It is understood that not 

everyone likes math, whether 

they find it uneventful  or just 

cannot figure it out; however, 

while in his class, students can 

feel confident that someone who 

really does know what he is doing 

is in the driver's seat and steering 

them in the right direction. The 

key to being successful in 

Matney’s class is to pay attention. 

He is somewhat demanding, he 

does not spoon feed you easy 

grades. He keeps his delivery 

simple by using a white board 

and thorough verbal explanations 

to convey the lesson. His 

attention to detail in the students’ 

thinking processes causes them to 

notice errors and learn from their 

mistakes. Though he is tough, the 

material sticks.  

 These are the types of 

characteristics that students 

determined that good teachers 

possess. Though every teacher 

has their own style, and there 

truly is not a right way to teach, 

most agree that there is a better 

way to teach.   
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Technology in School: Yay or Nay? 
By: Lexie Larkins 

Well over half of the 

surveyed students and teachers 

here at East Hickman High 

School agree that technology 

should be more involved in 

education. Studies from Capella 

University reveal the same idea 

with 97% of P-12 teachers saying 

that technology is a motivating 

tool. 

        EHHS’ teachers recall that 

learning and studying involved 

little technology when they were 

in school. However, that is no 

longer fact, as 97% of teachers 

have one or more computers in 

the classroom. Based upon the 

results of Capella University, 

68% of teachers use online lesson 

plans at least several times a 

month. 

 Results from students at 

EHHS who filled out a 

questionnaire reveal that most of 

them use technology regularly in 

their learning and studying 

habits. Anna Welch conveys, 

“Technology plays a big roll in 

my studying and learning habits. 

Technology, like the internet 

gives faster access to information 

that would take longer to find 

looking through a textbook.” 

Andre Walker says, “Technology 

is a big part of my learning and 

study habits. I often take pictures 

of notes and certain concepts to 

use later.”  

 In fact, 83% of students 

report using a laptop for 

homework according to Capella 

University. The University of 

Cincinnati uncovers that 73% of 

Advance Placement and National 

Writing Project teachers say that 

they and/or their students use 

their mobile phones in the 

classroom or to complete 

assignments. 

 EHHS’ English teacher 

Mr. Smith vocalizes his thoughts 

on the involvement of 

technology. “I think many 

students learn via technology 

more these days, but I also think 

students need informational 

literacy to determine the validity 

of sources.” Mr. Angell, one of 

the foreign language teachers at 

EHHS, expresses his concerns, 

“Though the precision and speed 

of an answer are convenient 

when produced through 

technological means, important 

problem-solving, thought-

provoking insight, and mental 

processing stages are skipped. 

Sometimes old-school is best.” 

 Students offer their 

thoughts on technology’s 

involvement in education. Andre 

Walker responds, “I believe 

technology should be involved 

especially with the advances in 

education… today.” Anna Welch 

contends, “Yes, learning with 

technology is how the world is 

advancing, colleges use it 

everyday.” 

 Research from the 

University of Cincinnati reveals 

some of the perceived benefits of 

technology in education. 79% of 

writing students agree that these 

tools encourage greater 

collaboration among students, 

and 96% agree that digital 

technology allow students to 

share their work with a wider and 

more varied audience. Further, 

77% of teachers believe using 

devices will increase student 

engagement. 

 The Federal Education 

Department explains that 

technology is building twenty-

first century skills. 92% of 

teachers say the internet has a 

major impact on their ability to 

access content, resources, and 

materials based on the results of 

the University of Cincinnati. The 

Education Department notes that 

technology allows opportunities 

with programs such as dual 

enrollment, credit recovery, and 

summer school. As noted by 

Purdue University, teachers are 

no longer the primary source of 

information as in previous years. 

Students can now lead their 

education with the assistance of 

technology. 
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Somewhere Over the Eastern Rainbow! 
By: Madison Lilly, Randall Meadows, and Leah Tidwell 

The East Hickman school 
spirit continued to shine bright 

blue as  the parade began,  which 
featured floats built by the 
Freshmen, Junior, and Senior 

classes, Football, Spanish Club, 
The Marching Band, Experiential 
Education, FFA, Journalism, and 

even a float from the Elementary 
School. The course was a loop 
from the high school down to the 

elementary, intermediate, and 
middle schools, where they 
circled around and came back. 

The parade organizer, Señor 
Wesley commented on its “huge 
success.” He was “so impressed 
with the participation as a whole. 

The parade ran its course smooth 
as silk!” 

city of Nashville, TN went 

completely dark (in specific 

areas) at the exact time of  1:27 

P.M. Because it was in the path 

of totality, many people got 

together to see the darkening take 

place. 

 Even though there is 

excitement associated with the 

solar eclipse, certain rules and 

safety regulations have to be 

given. These are set so no person 

has any damage occur to their 

eyes. The number one rule is not 

to look directly at the eclipse. To 

take a glance, one must wear the 

special solar eclipse glasses 

(which were manufactured and 

given all over the country). Many 

people hurried to get the 

protection from the eclipse which 

led to the glasses becoming out 

of stock at almost every store.  

 Wondering what to do 

with the eclipse glasses 

afterwards? The Astronomers 

Without Borders (AWB) are 

collecting the glasses to send 

them to schools in Asia and 

South Africa to view the solar 

eclipse. Turn them in at your 

local library. 

 Here are a few of the 

future solar eclipses dates. On 

October 14, 2023, the path of the 

eclipse will be starting from 

Northern California to Florida. 

Additionally, on April 4, 2024, 

the eclipse route will head 

through Texas to Maine  

Beginning Spirit Week, 
the school was decorated with 

bountiful colors to represent the 
Wizard Of Oz themed 
homecoming week. Homecoming 

events abounded in the week, and 
students who participated earned 
points towards their class’s 

success in a competition between 
grades.  

The second annual parade 

was held on September 15th, 
featuring ten floats and sixteen 
vehicles, in which the Marching 

Eagles’ band ranked number one 
with the highest score for 
creativity and effort on their float. 

 The classes all fought 
hard and strong, especially during 
tug of war, but at the end of the 

day, the results ended up placing 
the Freshman last, Sophomores 
third, Juniors second, and 

winning by a total landside were 
the Seniors, taking first in every 
event. It was a great   victory for 
the class of 2018 as they wave 

goodbye to East Hickman. 
 The competitions started 
on Monday, September 11th, 

which was named a bit of a 
tongue ‘twister’, starting off with 
the Which Witch is Which, where 

students dressed like twins. On 
Twister Tuesday, students wore 
inside out T-shirts. The next day 

was Oz the Great and Powerful, 
everyone wore green to represent 
the iconic character’s illusion. 

Thursday called for everyone to 
wear rain gear in the There’s a 
Storm Coming event. Friday, 

students gathered in the gym to 
support their graduating class and 
the school as a whole in a 

massive pep rally. 

Continued from page 1 
East Hickman High 

Lip Sync Battle  

 Friday, November 10 

 Starts at 7:00pm 

 Tickets on sale at the 

door for $5 until 

seats are full 

Witness faculty, family, and 

friends participate in a hu-

morous competition of lip-

sync skill. 

If you would like to buy a ticket prior 

to the opening night, contact a teach-

er or call 670-1366 (ext. 106) for more 

information 

Fun Fact: 
Depending on the geometry 
of the Sun, Moon, and Earth, 

there can be between 2 and 5 

solar eclipses each year. 



6 

Eagles getting pumped up at the pep rally 

The Junior Class showing out for Oz the Great and Powerful on Wednesday 

Students showing support for their graduating clas-

ses on Twister Tuesday 

Grand Hall decorations, courtesy of the Student 

Council 

School Pride 
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Homecoming Night 

Homecoming Court Left to Right:   Spencer Tomlinson, Sydney Joslin, Zavier Taylor, Keiera-Bolden Gill, Chace Bawcum, Tyler Mobley, Lena May-

berry, Lane Cole, Lauren Monroe, Codey Truman, and Alaina Frazier 
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Depressed by Dress? Think Again! 
By: Elizabeth Gordon cliques and bullying.  

 Currently, at EHHS,  rules 

and regulations according to the 

handbook are as follows: “The 

trunk of the body should be 

entirely covered from the 

shoulders to the point of the legs 

three inches above the knee. 

There shall be no holes in the 

pants above the knee. 

Underclothing is not exposed by 

slits or holes.” Also 

unacceptable: Pajamas, 

excessively tight clothing, decals 

displaying sexual, drug, or gang 

signs, any unnatural occurring 

hair colors, pierced jewelry in 

any location other than the ear, 

hats, and anything deemed 

dangerous (sharp necklaces or 

studded bracelets, etc.). 

As the years go by at 

EHHS, keeping students up to 

dress code becomes more 

difficult. Students at EHHS 

complain about requirements for 

school attire, mainly concerning 

holes in jeans, length of dresses, 

shorts, and skirts, and cold 

shoulder tops. 

 However, compared to 

some surrounding counties, our 

students should be proud of the 

freedom in what they wear. 

Dickson County Schools do not 

allow any shirts without a 

collared or crew neck top with 

sleeves.  

They stipulate  that 

everyone must wear khakis or 

jeans with no flaws, shorts and 

skirts must touch the knee. There 

is no permitted sportswear, 

leggings are not acceptable

 According to studies done 

by Fresno Pacific University 68% 

of parents stated that after school 

dress code adjustments, their 

child seemed to be doing better in 

school. 88% parents believed the 

change decreased the amount of 

teasing and bullying among boys 

and girls. Also, after the uniform 

policy was induced, crime rate 

was knocked down to 14.7% at 

the Fresno Pacific School of 

Education.  

So, with this information 

schools will decide what is best 

for its own students, whether 

there is no dress code or students 

wear uniforms to school. 

 Hickman County strikes a 

solid balance between having 

uniformed dress code and having 

no dress code. 

Students’ ideas about 

dress code have changed over the 

years. The two students chosen 

for the best dressed award last 

school year wore jeans with holes 

as a fashion statement for their 

picture. 

In recent years, the 

conflict and student backlash over 

school attire has become 

increasingly more prominent. 

There is a constant debate over 

whether or not dress codes are 

actually helping students or 

hurting them; one side claims that 

it’s restricting their creativity and 

the expression of a unique 

character while others defend it 

by saying it teaches respect, 

formality, and cuts down on 
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Charlottesville: The Aftermath 
By: Gabe Miller 

 The United States 
experienced a violent clash 

between demonstrators and 
counter-protesters on August 12, 
2017 at the “Unite the Right” 

rally, a protest against the 
removal of a Robert E. Lee statue 
which started the day before, in 

Charlottesville, Virginia. This 
event has been viewed from 
different sides; President Trump’s 

tweets and remarks led to dissent. 
This controversy went on for the 
rest of the month, as well as many 

other planned protests. Though 
being shadowed by Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma, protests have 
still continued. 

 The protesting of statues 
has become nationwide. Listed 
here are just a few recent 

instances. The Boston Globe has 

32 reported coverings, removals, 
topplings, and vandalisms of 

Confederate-linked plaques, 
monuments, markers, and statues, 
from August 13 through 

22.  Here in Tennessee, a statue 
of Nathan Bedford Forrest, 
located on private property, has 

protesters asking TDOT to plant 
trees to block the view. The bust 
of Forrest located in the state 

Capitol building was also covered 
in a protest, but has yet to be 
removed. However, it is not only 

Confederate statues and 
monuments that are being 
protested. Fox News has reported 
that the following are now 

allegedly offensive and subject to 
protesting: the statue of 
Christopher Columbus on 

Columbus Circle in Manhattan 
and Mount Rushmore in South 

Dakota.. BBC has reported on the 
covering of a statue of former 

U.S. President Thomas Jefferson 
at the University of Virginia, the 
college’s founder. That is the 

same site where the General Lee 
statue was protested. Time has 
covered the protesters in Durham, 

North Carolina, who put a rope 
around a statue, pulled it down, 
and then went on to kick the 

statue. 
 In the midst of this 
controversy, one has to ask: 

“Where will this end?” As 
reported by the Washington Post, 
a bill, the Confederate Monument 

Removal Act, has been 
introduced to Congress. As stated 
on the official Congress website 

(Congress.gov), the bill seeks to 
“remove all statues of individuals 
who voluntarily served the 

Confederate States of America 

from display in the Capitol of the 
United States.” Radio talk show 

host Phil Valentine has spoken 
out against all the controversial 
groups involved in the protests. 

He has also spoken of the 
removal of the Confederate 
statues as “an appetizer.” This 

statement has been proven true as 
protesters have moved on to the 
Founding Fathers and others. 

 What is the solution to 
this issue? Tearing down statues 
and monuments does not erase 

the event or person for which it 
was made, so what real progress 
is being made? History is history. 
There are horrible moments in 

every country’s history. The main 
focus here should be on uniting 
the country rather than dividing, 

working together and learning 
from our past so that we can build 
a better future. 
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 The adaptation of Stephen 

King’s novel It, directed by Andy 

Muschietti, is ripping up the box 

office much like Pennywise has 

been doing to the children of 

Derry, Maine. Rotten Tomatoes 

certifies the movie as “fresh” and 

gives it a 7/10. I certify this film 

as funky fresh and give it a 10/10. 

The movie follows seven 

adolescent pre-teens during the 

summer of 1988. The children are 

being viciously harassed by 

Pennywise the Dancing Clown—

It. This ravenous clown has been 

afflicting the town of Derry for 

hundreds of years. It slumbers 

only to awaken once every twenty

-seven years to satiate his hunger 

for frightened children. Eerily, the 

2017 debut was released twenty-

seven years after the miniseries of 

the same title. 

Upon the announcement 

of this chilling remake, many fans 

of the novel and miniseries have 

been anticipating to experience 

the modernized version of It. 

However, there are many who 

feel immense intimidation by it. 

The proclamation of the movie 

has provoked dread in those with 

coulrophobia, the fear of clowns. 

This has also brought back the 

fear of the intimidating clown 

sightings from last Halloween 

Brian Gibson, a writer for 

Vue Weekly, critiques “But it’s a 

too-long...too-rambling trek to the 

meta-horror face-off with 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s idea that 

‘the only thing we have to fear is 

fear itself.’” 

This quote 

being 

compared to 

the movie is 

discordant, 

using a false 

analogy. 

Roosevelt was 

not speaking 

of a horror 

movie. 

However, the 

messages are 

exceptionally 

comparable.    

I found the 

film to be built on fear itself— 

thrilling, yet awe-inspiring.  

“...the only thing we have to 

fear is fear itself…” 

The movie presents an 

awareness of fear and what fear 

truly is. It becomes each 

character’s personal dread and 

torments him or her with that 

fear. This concept makes the 

atrocious clown a bed-wetting 

nightmare and not a mundane, 

mindless killer. 

When I read the novel a 

Coulrophobia: It Strikes Us All! 
By: Gracie Delaney 

few years back, I recall it 

marking me psychologically 

much like the feature has. The 

novel altered my viewpoint of 

fear almost as effectively as the 

motion picture. Although, there 

are some differences. Throughout 

the novel, King flash-forwards 

from the pre-teens to them as 

adults, whereas the movie 

focuses on their run-ins with It 

during their childhood. With this 

prolepsis element lost from the 

film, I did not find myself 

contemplating fear as deeply as I 

did after I read the novel. 

Luckily, the movie ended 

with the words “It: Chapter One” 

fading to a black screen. This 

alludes that there will be a sequel 

with the characters as adults and 

their struggle with It in the 

present time. This also leaves a 

cliff-hanger effect on the viewers, 

driving their anticipation for 

another installment. Because of 

this I firmly believe that this 

continuation will have an 

excellent dazzling effect; even on 

those who were not cut deep by 

this one or by Pennywise’s razor 

sharp teeth.  So there you have It, 

folks. 

ehhstheeaglseye.wordpress.com @EaglesEye_EHHS 
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Crash!  

 Blue Ink: Short Story 

“Crash!” 

From that point on, things 

changed. I suddenly am not hap-
py anymore. I’m screaming for 
my mom at the top of my lungs 

and trying to move, but for some 
reason I can’t. I’m stuck. I turn 
my head multiple times and what 

I see is terrible and makes it even 
worse. I am in the middle back 
seat between my two brothers as 

my dad and my step-mom are all 
crying for help. 

“My arm! Help, my arm!” 

my dad screamed. 
“My leg is hurting!” my 

step-mom called out. 
“Ahhhh. Ahhhh.” one of 

my brothers, Zachary, says. 
“...” coming from my 

brother, James, as he was silent. 

Moments before every-
thing happened, we sat there in 
the middle talking and laughing 

with James as we turned a sharp 
corner. Suddenly a car comes 
around the corner, also, and 

crashes into us. As we come to a 
complete stop, the other car ran 
into us, and it flipped over and 

caught fire. Everything in my 
mind stopped for a moment as I 
looked to see the truck, I also saw 

James, sitting there. A large piece 
of glass stuck there, in his head. 
He was unresponsive. I cried 

even louder as I turned my head. 
Finally, the ambulance 

and people came and rescued us. I 

was still screaming, but every-
thing was blank. My mind, my 
head, my life, was blank. The 

next thing I remember, I was sit-
ting in a hospital bed. The doctors 

were coming in and out. I didn’t 
get to see my family, besides my 

mom. She sat there with me the 
whole time. Every time I looked 
down, I saw this cast. 

“What color would you 
like it?” the doctors asked. 

“Purple” I said without 

hesitation. Purple has always 
been my favorite color ever since 
then. I was at Vanderbilt hospital, 

so the doctor took me to see the 
kids’ show they perform. It was 
probably the best thing that hap-

pened. 
After a few days, I finally 

got to see everybody, but my 
brother, James. It was time for me 

to leave the hospital to heal. My 
dad broke his arm and my step-
mom broke her leg. Me? I had a 

fractured pelvis bone and that’s 
why I had basically a body cast, a 
purple body cast. 

Eleven years ago, things 
were terrible. I had just lost my 
brother, and I walked like a pen-

guin. This happened because of a 
drunk driver—my brother died at 
nine years of age. Because of a 

drunk driver, everything changed 
that year. I am still, to this day, 
traumatized because of one drunk 

driver. My story is for James—it 
is our story. 

Anonymous  

Please don’t drive impaired or  
distracted: 

According to the U.S. Department of 

Transportation, out of  the traffic fatali-

ties among children 14 and younger in 

2014, 19 percent occurred in alcohol 

impaired driving crashes . 
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Blue Ink 

Sketch - Gracie Haynes 

“A semicolon is used when an author 

could've ended their sentence but chose not 

to—the author is you and the sentence is 

your life.” 

Watercolors 

and Ink 

Skyla Adcock 

 

Short Story 

“Crash” 
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